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First, I want to commend Ann Hartle for being the most persistent person I know. She has 
“bugged” me numerous times to write a few words for the “Where Are They Now?” column. 
While I look forward to reading all the REALM newsletters about what is going on in people’s 
lives, the WATN is one of my favorite articles. Thank you, Ann, for taking the time to contact all 
of us and gather the information for this article each month. 
I heard about The Martin Company at a grocery store in 1959 just a couple of months after 
moving to Orlando as a newlywed. Anne Hurlock-Kelly interviewed me on “Executive Row”. I 
thought to myself, “Wow, this is wonderful.” Little did I know that I would be sitting in the middle 
of a sea of desks next to lots of other employees. I started working as a Steno in Missile Master 
Field Support for John House in July 1959 and later for Ken Karcher. During this assignment, 
Ann Hartle was our Department Secretary. I later worked as Secretary for Rudy Dufka in 
Pershing Quality and for Joe Blickman in Publications. While in Publications, I had the 
opportunity to become a technical editor with Jim Emmons, Phyllis D’Alessio Lupo and others. 
In Presentations, I worked for Jack Wilhelm and Ron Ring.  Early on, Andrea Lawrence worked 
in the “typing pool” where she not only did typing and layout, but she made sure the content was 
correct. Everyone recognized her potential and she went on to become a director. My last 
assignment was in Production Operations working for Vladimir Mandl, Darrell Katz and Bob 
Keymont. I met many wonderful people while working there and I still look forward to hearing 
from them or about them in the newsletter. 
I was unaware of the rules in 1959 which were simply no eating and drinking except during your 
lunch break. (However, you could smoke anywhere in the building). Shortly after I started to 
work, I was eating an apple at my desk when Tom Willey came walking through my area and 
saw me. He reported me to my department manager, Joe Blickman, who made sure I wouldn’t 
do that again! This incident made me “famous” overnight as people throughout the main plant 
would come by my area to see who had been “caught” eating an apple at her desk. I also 
received joke-type messages through the intra-company folders, which were used multiple 
times. This was before computers, emails and recycling were a daily part of our lives. The rules 
changed drastically before I retired. Vending machines containing coffee, sodas, and food were 
added throughout the buildings. People could eat and drink at their desks, but smoking was no 
longer allowed inside the buildings. 
I retired from Martin Marietta in 1995 and went to work at Bell Performance, a company my 
husband (Charlie Williams) and I owned. Many of you remember that Charlie worked in Finance 
with Mike D’Alessio for a number of years. After we retired, Charlie and I traveled to Europe, 
Australia, New Zealand, and throughout the U.S., plus we went on several cruises with the 
REALM retirees. Unfortunately, Charlie had major heart problems and passed away in 2006 
after a long illness. I continue to work at Bell Performance, which hopefully keeps my mind 
sharp, but my son Glenn Williams now runs the company. Some of you remember that Glenn 
was born after Charlie and I had been married 16 years. He is now almost 36 and his wife is a 
full time missionary with Pioneers International. Time passes quickly, doesn’t it? 
Charlie and I always had a heart for the impoverished in our church and community. For many 
years, we picked up day-old bread and staple groceries that were donated by Goodings and 
Publix. Plus, we made frequent trips to the Second Harvest Food Bank to buy staple groceries. 
We distributed the food to those who needed it. At Christmas, we paired up needy children and 
families with wonderful people who took them Christmas shopping and made sure they had 
plenty of groceries and other necessities. 
After saying I would never remarry (never say “never”), I went on a trip to the National Parks 
and Canyons in June 2007 with the seniors in our church. George Milam and I were the only 



singles so we sat together on the planes, buses, etc. After 13 days on the road, we realized how 
much we enjoyed each other’s company and that we had many things in common. His first wife 
had also died in 2006 after a long illness and he had been her caregiver. We had known each 
other at church for a long time. 
George and I got married in January 2008, and I moved to his house in Winter Springs. We live 
next door to his son and his wife. On George’s side of the family, we have 2 grandchildren and 
one great grandchild, plus we are expecting twin great grandchildren in November. 
In addition to being active in our church, we work with special needs children through a program 
called Nathaniel’s Hope Buddy Break. This program gives a much needed three-hour break 
once a month to parents of special needs children (their siblings also attend). Our church also 
has a weekly ministry for special needs children and we help with them. When George and I 
were looking for a way to give back to others for all the blessings God has so abundantly given 
to us, we never dreamed it would be with special needs children. We fell in love with the 
children and it is greatly rewarding to give them a safe, loving environment so the parents can 
leave them without worrying about them, knowing they are well cared for 
Our favorite vacations are cruises because they are so relaxing, but we have also traveled 
within the U.S. George keeps our yard looking like a garden and  I get to be his helper. 
 Weather permitting, we spend a lot of time in our backyard swing, watching the planes arriving 
and leaving Orlando. (Can you think of a more relaxing way to spend time?) I teasingly tell 
George it is our Garden of Eden because it is not only beautiful, but we have lots of wild life. 
Squirrels and rabbits scurry to and fro and many species of birds eat from our bird feeder and 
play in the bird bath.               
We are now in the winter of our lives, and we are so grateful for good health and strength. We 
try to live each day to the fullest. More than anything, we want to live our lives to bless others 
and make a positive difference in this world. God has truly blessed us and we are grateful 
indeed. 
 
 
 
 
 


