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Ray Michel – Fern Park, Florida 

I started at Martin Marietta in 1967 and spent the next twenty-two years 
in MicroElectronics Production Control.  I retired on January 1, 1989, 
which was a great time to retire because of the wonderful medical 
benefits.  I’m a family man, so I’m going to ‘blow my horn’!  I have a 
great ‘scattered’ family.  My wonderful wife, Jamielee, and I have been 
married for three years and three months and live in Fern Park.  My 
daughter, Debbie, her husband Alan and their two kids, Amy and Alan 
(in their 20’s), live in Longwood.  Debbie is a degreed nurse and is in 
charge of pain medicine at Florida North hospital and is also very active 
in church music.  My son Keith, his wife Susanne and my adorable 
granddaughter Sophie (one year old) live in Leverett, Massachusetts (in 
the Amherst area).  Keith is a very talented Equity actor, singer, writer, 
director, comedian and producer and is now pursuing an advanced 
degree at the University of Massachusetts, known as UMASS.  Susanne 
has a master’s degree in special education and teaches kindergarten.  My 
son Grant, his wife Kim and their son Will (five years old) live in 
Williamston, North Carolina.  Grant and Kim are both very talented high 
school band directors and are stars in their part of the country.  Grant has 
a master’s in composing and will be pursuing his doctorate in the future 
(if the Lord’s willing and the creek don’t rise!).  I sang for two years at 
his jazz festival.  As they say, ‘It doesn’t fall far from the tree’.  My 
brother, Harold and his wife Shirley (both retired), live in 
Connecticut.  My sister, Dorothy lives in New Jersey and is a wonderful 
bridge player with Master Points. 

 

After I retired, I visited all of these loved ones numerous times over the 
years in New Jersey, Connecticut, North Carolina, Massachusetts, New 
York City, Naples & Orlando, Florida, and Paris.  Thank the Lord we’re 
a very close family.  Jamielee has two daughters living in Florida.  Ellen, 



her husband Paul, their son Paul (five) and their daughter Gretchen 
(three) live in Oviedo.  Dotty, her husband Greg and their sons Ben and 
Zak (in their 20’s) live in Gainesville. 

 

We remained in Florida after I retired and I continued to do shows at 
‘Once Upon A Stage’ and “Mark Two” dinner theaters.  The last full 
production I did was my favorite – ‘Fiddler on the Roof”, in 1990 or 
1991.  I also did ‘King Henry’ at ‘King Henry’s Feast’ for about two 
years between 1989 and 1991.  At the time I still had one son in high 
school and one in college at The Citadel. 

 

In 1991 I also began to play Caiaphas in the Black Hills Passion Play in 
Lake Wales, until 1998 when they closed the facility.  I also played 
Caiaphas in the Passion Play in Spearfish, South Dakota and three times 
in Dauphin and Hamilton, Canada from 1996 to 2002.  The Passion Play 
closed its doors in 2008 after 46 years.  I played Caiaphas for twelve 
years and 700 performances. 

 

I visited the Badlands, Spearfish Canyon, Crazy Horse, Mount 
Rushmore and many other wonderful places in South Dakota, plus 
Yellowstone, Devil’s Tower, the Grand Tetons, Jackson Hole, the 
Rockies, Coty, Wyoming  (Wild Bill Hickok’s town) many times over 
the years.  I met some wonderful people and made many lifelong 
friends.  I love the West – it’s beautiful!  Every time I went to South 
Dakota I drove home via the East Coast so I could visit my brother in 
Connecticut, my sister in New Jersey and my sons in New York City 
and North Carolina.  I put 10,000 miles on my car each year for seven 
years.  I hope I can show the country to Jamielee sometime in the near 
future  - she’d love it! 

In 1993 we moved to Weaverville, North Carolina where my former 
wife was a professor at Mars Hill College, outside of Asheville.  Grant 



went to three years of high school there and both of our sons went to 
Mars Hill College.  We all loved the Asheville area and got to see some 
beautiful country including the Blue Ridge Mountains.  While I was 
there I did some shows at the Southern Appalachian Repertory Theatre 
(SART).  It was a professional theatre on the campus of the 
college.  Grant stayed in North Carolina and later married his college 
sweetheart there.  Keith had previously gone to The Citadel, but being 
very creative, didn’t stay very long.  Then he went to London to study 
Theatre at the British/American dramatic academy, and the Royal 
Academy.  From there he went to Le Coq in Paris.  His mentor was 
Marcel Marceau, the famous mime.  When he returned to the states he 
married his American sweetheart who he met in London and they went 
to New York City to ‘do their thing’.  (Kinda like his old man who also 
went to NYC to ‘do his thing’ after World War II.!)  North Carolina was 
a wonderful place to live, with moderate weather most of the time.  I 
lived there for almost six years before moving back to Florida in 
1998.  Besides the Passion Play, I started singing all over the place with 
my partner, Nancy Lee, until late in 2008.  Now we occasionally do a 
gig.  These days I have a slogan of sorts . . . I’ll sing anytime/anywhere 
(within reason) for whomever asks, whether I’m paid or not!  

 

Jamielee and I are members of the University Club of Winter Park and 
participate in some of the numerous activities and have made many 
wonderful friends.  We love it!  (It’s the best kept secret in 
Florida!).  I’m also a member of the Stag Club, obviously a men’s club – 
good fellowship.  Jamielee is an active member of the Women’s Club of 
Winter Park (where I performed on October  8th)  and enjoys it very 
much.  We are both taking bridge lessons and we’re playing 
occasionally.  I’m also a member of REALM and participate in many of 
their activities.  Jamielee was formerly a travel agent and she is anxious 
to plan a trip for us to go to Scandinavia (I’m half Danish) and 
Alaska.  Again, if the Lord’s willing and the creek don’t rise!   

 



Life is good.  Thank you Lord and “l’Chaim”! 

 


