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Frank Kovacik  -  Maitland, Florida 

 

My career started with the U.S Army.       

 

In early 1953 I graduated from the 1st radar and guided missile school 
the Army had and was promptly transferred to Ft. Meade and assigned to 
work at the Glenn L. Martin plant in Baltimore.  I worked on the "C" 
balcony and was to monitor and write operations manuals for the 414 
Missile Master program.  At the end of the year I was discharged and 
returned home to continue my education. 

 

After graduation I noticed an advertisement in the Chicago Tribune 
regarding the need for engineers for Martin.  I figured, ‘what do I have 
to lose’ so I filled out an application.  When I entered for my interview 
much to my surprise there was Hank Royce seated for the interview.  He 
looked up and said " Frank, what are you doing here ?"  I said I was 
looking for a job.  He said " you have one, what do you want to do?" 

 

I reported to Martin in November 1955 and was assigned to work for Ed 
Shanahan, Frank Morgan, and Pat Tibbs on both the B57D and 
Seamaster programs.  My partner was Vic Godlewski.   

 

In 1956 there was an opportunity to transfer to either Orlando or 
Denver.  I chose Orlando because of the weather and great fishing.  I 
worked for John Ratcliffe and my friend Vic Godlewski on the Lacrosse 



program at the Herndon Airport.  I transferred to the Cape to work with 
Ed Munnell on the first five Titian 1 shots and then back to Orlando to 
work with Sid Spiegel, Len Barbour, and later with Leo Drescher, Matt 
Draskovich, Gene Grant, Les Snyder, Jim Tobin and others. 

 

I left Martin in 1976 for a number of business companies.  I was plant 
superintendents for the cypress industry, general manager for Central 
Florida Drum, general manager for Cardinal Industries Orlando 
Operations, and finally my own company, "A-K Petro Services”. 

 

It was at Martin that I met my wife, Gwen.  We have four children and 
eight grandchildren.  We have traveled the world; the biggest adventure 
was China, with Europe the tamest. I still go to northwest Ontario on fly-
in fishing trips each June and go big game hunting out west and in South 
Carolina.  I am presently a member of the Maitland City Code 
Enforcement Board and a part- time supervisor with the Orange County 
Convention Visitors Bureau. 

 

I figure that I have been blessed and owe a great part of my success to 
the Martin Company for the opportunities it provided.  When George 
Bunker took us out of the aircraft business, few of us realized that the 
move would open up the world to us.  When I read the names in the “In 
Memoriam” column in the Realm newsletter, I see many young faces 
with whom I worked and wish that I could do it all over again! 

 

Winnie Coffee  -  Orlando, Florida 

 

I was hired into the Orlando Division in 1962, right out of high school.  I 
worked in secretarial positions in the beginning, but in 1975 I enrolled in 



Rollins College and received my degree in Economics/Finance.  After 
that I moved into the Financial Planning department and remained there 
until my retirement in March of 2005.  I have always been grateful for 
the opportunities I was given at Lockheed Martin.  I loved my job, but 
more than that I loved the people with whom I worked.  I still remain in 
contact with many of my former co-workers and try to have them over 
for lunch in my home at least once a year. 

 

My husband and I became caregivers to our parents around 1997.  My 
husband’s father lived with us for about four years until his death in 
2002.  My mother lived with us for about ten years until her death in 
August of 2006. 

 

Since retirement we have made numerous trips to North Carolina to visit 
our niece and her family.  My niece is like our daughter and her children 
are like our grandchildren.  This past April we had a wonderful time on a 
Disney cruise with friends.  In 2007 we made a couple of trips to Texas 
to visit family and one trip to Oklahoma with family.  We are planning 
another Disney cruise for this year and have at least two trips planned to 
North Carolina and another summer trip to Texas and Oklahoma.  We 
enjoy traveling, and realizing we were too encumbered with our rental 
properties to plan long vacations, we have sold one property and have a 
contract on another.  We hope to be totally out of the rental business by 
the end of this year.  Without these encumbrances, we hope to travel 
more extensively; i.e., to Alaska, Hawaii and other interesting places.  

 

Since my husband and I no longer have caregiving responsibilities, we 
are more involved with our church (First Baptist of Orlando) in various 
capacities.  I joined a Ladies Bible Study last year which I am currently 
hosting in my home once a week.  All in all, life is good and our health 
continues to be relatively good as well!  



 

Phil Bartling  -  The Villages Florida 

 

I retired in 1995 after a career that started in 1958 at the old 
Martin Company in Orlando. Back then there were the 
“Baltimorons” and the “Orange Pickers”. I was one of the original 
Orange Pickers.  I was in Production Test Engineering and was 
able to work on many projects and worked with and for some very 
interesting people. Some of my favorites were Ed Parrish, John 
Suffield , Bob Keymont and Jerry Wald. There was never a dull 
moment as I was always working on the latest in manufacturing 
technology. It was fun. When my last boss, Dave Aniello, was 
younger than my oldest son, I figured it was time to go. 

 

My wife, Anne retired from Orange County Schools in 1997. We 
had a life-long love affair with the ocean and first moved to a high-
rise oceanfront condominium at Daytona Beach Shores.  We 
were there for five years. During that time period we both took up 
golf and enjoyed the game very much. Condominium living was a 
little too confining for me. The golf attracted us to The Villages. I 
was familiar with the territory as the property is located just a few 
miles from the Lockheed Martin Ocala plant. I had spent two and 
a half years there in the early 1970s and Anne was surprised that 
I knew all the back roads around here. We kept up the golf, got 
involved in country-partner dancing and became very proficient at 
that. We are now on our second house at The Villages and are 
enjoying life here very much.  

 

Another love that was acquired during my working days was 
travel. I had the opportunity to do some international travel at 
company expense and could not wait to experience that as a 



tourist/traveler. We have since traveled over much of the world 
and have taken some 20 plus cruises.  We are always planning 
another trip. I guess that is what keeps us going. 

 

We would enjoy a visit from any of are old friends! 


