
Where are they 4 

 

Jim Houser - Maitland, Florida 

 

“Life with Lockheed Martin was a challenging adventure! Mine began in 1943 with the Glenn L. 
Martin Company in Baltimore and ended with retirement in Orlando in 1977. Retirement has 
been another wonderful adventure. This has included ten years serving on the City of Maitland 
Council, an equal number of years as a volunteer at Hospice of Central Florida, more than five 
years with RAMM (now REALM), and many enjoyable years serving several Maitland civic 
organizations. Trips to Europe have added to these pleasures. 

 

The most wonderful thing about this is the friends you make along the way. Keeping these 
friendships is important and we do this today with monthly luncheons of Martin retirees. Some 
of the attendees date back to the ancient Glenn L. Martin era – it’s wonderful to reminisce about 
the ‘good old days’. I wish all retirees a happy retirement.” 

 

Jim Orr - Clermont, Florida 

 

“Having worked in engineering flight test at North American in Columbus, Ohio, right out of 
college in 1953, I became worried when I was told the company was ‘looking ahead’ in aviation 
by launching a telephone pole with two boosters out in California! Shortly after that, while 
vacationing in Florida, I borrowed a necktie from my father-in-law and went into Martin for an 
interview. I got the job on Pershing Test the same day and we moved to Florida in the spring of 
1961. I stayed in Test through many interesting phases and Test Operations at Building ‘J’, 
firings at the Cape and at White Sands Missile Range until then Tech Director, Bill Wicks, made 
the move to head the TADS/PMVS program and hired me as Program Manager on the program. 
That was a very successful program and it is still flying on the Apache helicopter. 

 

I then moved to the LANTERN program as Program Manager for the navigation pod for the F-
16. I took over the flight testing at Edwards Air Force Base where my wife Pat and I enjoyed 
southern California living for a few months. 

 

My last years before retirement in 1992 were spent as Program Director for a group of small 
carry-on programs. In 1995 I built a woodworking shop called the “Woodchuck” in Clermont. I 
still make a lot of sawdust most days! Pat and I have become real ‘river rats’ and truly enjoy the 
paddlewheel trips on the Mississippi and its surrounding rivers.” 



 

Don Parsons – Maitland, Florida 

 

“I started with the Glenn L. Martin Company in April, 1951. They didn’t hire me because of my 
degree from Rutgers, my intelligence or personality.  They hired me because I was a basketball 
player! After four years at Rutgers where I still rank #26 on the all-time career scoring list, I was 
drafted by the NY Knicks who offered a ridiculous $3500 contract which I did not accept. The 
NBA was only two years old at the time, not firmly established, and Glenn L. wanted to build the 
Bomber basketball team to be a force in industrial basketball. He hired ex-college players like 
me at $4500, gave us the chance to establish a career while playing competitive basketball. In 
fact we were the best industrial team on the east coast, but when we tried to go national, we were 
humiliated in a tournament in Denver by 55 points! So much for that dream! 

 

I got into the recruiting world at Martin after a few years, transferred to Denver for five years, 
came to Orlando as Employment Manager in 1966. I left the company to start Parsons 
Consultants Inc, a professional and technical search and placement company, in 1975. I stayed 
with that into the 90’s when computer services like Monster.com made headhunters obsolete. 

 

Basketball continued to play an important role in the lives of Don and wife Willie of 56 years. 
Both of our boys, and six of our 11 grandchildren, including two girls, played high school ball. 
Son Gary starred at Winter Park High School and Rollins College. He was a Division II All-
American in his senior year, then played in Europe for one season. Current Rollins coach, Tom 
Klusman, a teammate, thinks he was the best Rollins player ever. 

 

Gary’s four sons, all 6’3” or over, played at Lake Howell High School. Chad was all-county in 
basketball and baseball, chose to play baseball at Morehead State where his career was cut short 
by the infamous Tommy John surgery. Lately we’ve been overwhelmed by the accomplishments 
of his youngest, 6’8” Chandler, who was All-State and MVP of the state tournament in 2007 
when he led Lake Howell to the State Championship. 

 

Chandler just accepted a full scholarship to play for the two-time National Champion Florida 
Gators. Incidentally, his teammate at Lake Howell and Florida is Nick Calathes, grandson of the 
late John Calathes, another Baltimore to Orlando retiree who passed away last year. 

 

It continually amazes me after all these years, to meet people hired by me or my staff, which 
included John Pavey, Bill Goodwin, Bob Wacker, Bill Schaefer and Art Fenton in the glory 
years 1966 – 1973. It was great during those pre-Disney years to be part of the biggest and best 
company in Orlando.” 



 

Mitzie Wilson - Flippen, Arkansas 

 

“Holy Cow, it’s been fifty years since I walked into the employment office at The Martin 
Company in mid-July, all dressed up in heels, hat and gloves, looking for a secretarial job! I had 
only been in Florida about a week and I couldn’t figure out why so many were dressed in shorts 
and flip-flops. (I learned fast, but shorts and flip-flops still look a little too casual for job 
hunting!) 

 

For the almost thirty years I spent at Martin Marietta – starting at the Missile Master Training 
Building at Herndon Airport on Lacrosse, to the Main Plant (with alligators still wandering 
around the parking lot), out on the balcony on both Lacrosse and Pershing Quality, the beginning 
to the end of the Sprint program and back to Pershing at Central Park, the Main Plant and the 
modules – I had a great time. I found some of the best friends I’ve still got and wouldn’t trade a 
minute of it! From Bob Worland in Quality, Don Meikle, Murray Hack, Virgil Zoeller, Dick 
Brandstetter, Harvey Titan, George Rupp, Bob Johnson and Don Hugo, to name a few, to Anne 
Hurlock-Kelly, Lavinia Ruth and the gals in Office Systems – still love all the memories! 

 

My husband Don and I are still enjoying life. We gave up the motorcycle when we moved to the 
Ozark mountains in Arkansas in 1990 – our gravel roads are not conducive to biking! We have 
traveled all over the USA in our various RV’s, enjoyed a cruise to Alaska, spent a couple of 
weeks in Hong Kong, etc., and are still spending the winters in Texas with a great group of RV 
friends and several months in the summer at 8000 feet at Chama, New Mexico, where it’s cool 
and laid back. Don lost his left leg in a truck accident in 1999, but it only slowed him down a bit. 

 

He wasn’t out of the hospital very long when we took our new RV to a rally with him in a 
wheelchair. You just have to keep on living your life with a smile and an eye to whatever the 
future brings. Laughing cures a lot of things! 

 

My good wishes to all of you at REALM. We have seen a good many of you on our infrequent 
visits back to Orlando.” 

 

Vince Palladino - Clermont, Florida 

 

“After thirty-four years with Martin Marietta (Lockheed Martin), I retired in 1999 and life has 
been good to my wife Rosemarie and me. We have had the good fortune to be able to travel often 



and still enjoy our home in Clermont. Our travels have taken us to Europe many times, Italy 
being our favorite place where we have been on three occasions and look forward to going back 
again. In 2005 we traveled to Costa Rica which was beautiful; later that year we went to China, 
which we will never forget. Walking along the Great Wall and seeing the Terra Cotta Warrior 
was fantastic! 

 

Visiting our seven children and eleven grandchildren who are spread out across the country gives 
us the chance to see a lot of the good old USA. 

 

There have been a few times I have thought about work at Martin, but that thought disappears 
quickly! I miss some of the people that I spent many years with, but we still get together with 
some of them on a regular basis. Next April we are going to Greece for two weeks and two other 
‘Martinites’ are going with us. We thank God often for the wonderful life He has given us. Keep 
the newsletter coming – I look forward to reading it!” 

 

David Halloran - Altamonte Springs, Florida 

 

“The last two years of my ten at Martin Marietta were spent working for Dan Peterson in his 
capacity as Information Systems President, first in Washington on BMD, and then in Denver 
when the team to win National Test Bed was formed, headed by Jerry Zionic. What a great 
experience that was, and what a way to go out---we won that $508M contract in January of 1988 
and I retired three weeks later to form my own consulting group, Icon Associates. First client, 
Martin Marietta National Test Bed team. There have been a number of others over the years---
Logicon, 

 

Lockheed Martin JASSM group, Carnegie Mellon Research, Sparta [for whom I am still actively 
consulting], Raytheon Tucson, ATK, Smiths. And, little of this was marketing consulting, but the 
application of an econometric simulation program developed as part of my dissertation after 
returning to school at UCF post- retirement. I am now a nerd converted from an international and 
domestic marketers . How about that! 

 

Family has expanded from the original four to six, plus countless grandkids, after Joanne and I 
married in 1998. My earlier marriage came to an end in 1994, and Beverly remarried in 98 as 
well, still in the area, and we get together for the grandkids at the usual times. That all worked 
out for the best. 

 



Have become very active in my church having come to Christ around 1992 and it has been the 
total Joy of Jesus that makes me the happiest of happiest. It has been a wonderful experience and 
we do a great deal of work to help those in need, materially and spiritually. Would that the world 
be able to understand that we might know lasting peace. 

 

Have stayed in touch with several of the old Business Development gang at Martin like Bob 
Douglas, Bud Yeager, Joe Battaglia, Dan Dorfman, and with a number of the Internationals, in 
particular Neil Hayward, Dave Fournier, Bob Balch, Norm Reed, BD Walker, and of course 
Dan. The AUSA asked me to come back about six or seven years ago and I chaired the 
organization as it went through a rebuilding to its current awesome performance of supporting 
Florida soldiers and their families, those whose lives have been interrupted by the war. They 
have had a terrific group of Martians or ex Martians pulling that together -- Joe O'Connell, Mike 
Genetti to name a couple. I can take no credit for any of that; I have been a good chairman 
staying out of the way of great people. One of the highlights was when 554 Florida soldiers 
returned from Iraq, Afghanistan, and Homeland Security duties, and we got Disney to treat them 
and their families to a weekend in the parks, gratis, and the money we raised from the three 
County Commissioners took care of their food and refreshments. They gave us Cracker Jack 
Stadium and deco rated it patriotically, as only Disney can do, and brought their bands and 
singing groups like the Voices of Liberty - it was awesome! But, the best part, the very best part, 
was all of the Disney characters in the parking lot at 7AM greeting the kids of those 554 
families. We had over 3500 people in all. Tears still form when I write about this. These Florida 
soldiers are the best of the best, and we all have to pull our weight to support them and their 
families while they go through this ordeal of the war. 

 

Just celebrated my 75th birthday with a Costume Party/Roast with a lot of the folks noted, all of 
our six kids and their kids, AUSAers, church friends, my golf group which includes a former 
Martian, Jim Lowry, and family from around Florida. Neil Hayward was roast master and he 
studied the Dean Martin Roast series before the show and was just awesome. We have several 
hours of video that is nothing less than a continuous laugh. I was well fortified with Pinot Grigio 
to sustain continuous laughter in my Friar Tuck outfit, topped with an Irish Derby. 

 

Thank you so very much for getting in touch with this displaced Denver retired Orlandoite---you 
know where my heart is!” 

 

Jerry Montgomery - Decatur, Alabama 

 

”I guess I do everything backwards from everyone else. It seems that when most people retire, 
they sell their large home with the big yard and move into a low maintenance home, and spend a 
lot of time traveling. When I retired, I sold my 2600 sq ft house in Orlando on 0.6 acres, and 
moved to Decatur, 



 

Alabama, and built a 5000 sq ft house on 12 acres. We love the breathing room and the really 
nice view in all directions from our little hilltop. Our neighbors on the south side are 6 horses on 
15 acres and then the owner on another 17 acres. Our neighbors on the north side are about 40 
head of cattle on 60 acres. Our neighbors to the west are the critters in the wildlife area. I'm not 
sure what's on the east side, but there are quite a few coyotes that come out of there. Things are 
much cheaper here than in Orlando, and the traffic... what traffic? It's a real pleasure to drive 
across town in rush hour "traffic". 

 

In the retirement training class at Martin, they told us you MUST plan your retirement activities 
to be successful and happy. All my days start out the same, with my wife Faye asking, “What are 
you doing today?”, and the answer is always the same – “I don't know!”. However every day 
ends up crammed with activities that require more time than is available in the day. 

 

Faye has gone heavy duty into quilting. She has a 1000 sq ft room in our house absolutely 
crammed with quilting stuff. To say she likes it is an understatement. 

 

Have to go now. Time to mow the 12 acres with the tractor and bush-hog, then I have to pick the 
veggies from the garden and water it, and then maybe think about walking down to the river and 
wetting a line, or maybe I will play amateur radio, or design a few more antennas. I haven't 
decided yet. I'll see how much I can get done before the ballroom dance tonight.” 


