
“Where Are They Now9?” 

 

Marty Harris  -  Montverde, Florida 

 

Two years prior to retiring, my wife Pat and I bought a piece of property 
close to four acres, just outside of Montverde, Florida.  We designed and 
had a residence built on the land which is about four times the size we 
needed.  We then moved west from Winter Park, where we had lived for 
over 35 years.  We enjoy the peace and seclusion of this Lake County 
area.  It gave me something to do after retirement – tending to the 
property by myself (plus my assistant, John Deere) – until I had a knee 
replacement last year. 

 

I started with The Martin Company in Baltimore after I got off active 
duty with the Air Force.  I didn’t enjoy the Baltimore area and was ready 
to leave the company.  They then offered me a position in Denver 
working primarily on the Advanced Programs, Moon Basing, analyzing 
Soviet Threats, and more.  That lasted almost two years and after several 
months assisting the Orlando facility, with a new program, I was asked 
to transfer to this new facility.  In Orlando I worked on many programs, 
including Bullpup, White Lance, Pershing I & II, SPRINT, FABMDS, 
SAM-D, TADS/PNVS and LANTIRN.  Worked many R & D programs 
and ran some of the programs in the TWS area.  I was temporarily 
assigned to the International Division (eight years) where I set up the 
first foreign sales for TADS/PNVS and achieved many of the LANTIRN 
worldwide sales.  Traveling throughout the world was great, and 
satisfied the need to do lots of wandering after retirement.   

 

While working for Martin/Martin Marietta/Lockheed Martin, I 
continued serving in the Air Force Reserve, retiring as a Colonel in 



1981.  In Orlando in 1963, I became active with the Air Force 
Association (AFA).  I served as President of the local chapter, first 
Florida State President, a National Vice-President, National Secretary, 
and in the mid ‘80s, National President and National Chairman of the 
Board of this quarter million member organization.  I remain a Director 
Emeritus of the AFA.  

 

In 1992, I was selected to become a Trustee of the new Air Force 
Memorial Foundation (14 trustees).  The objective of this Foundation 
was to create a lasting memorial, in the nation’s capital, to honor the 
millions of men and women who have served in our United States Air 
Force, and its predecessors.  The memorial, which was dedicated by 
President Bush on October 14, 2006, is one of my proudest 
achievements.  It was built using contributions of over $50 million by 
individuals, groups and companies, and not one cent of government 
money.  It sits on three acres of land adjacent to The Pentagon and 
Arlington National Cemetery, right off I-375.  It is a beholding sight and 
I urge each of you to visit this magnificent Air Force Memorial, with its 
three spires soaring into the sky, its honor guard, its inscriptions, and 
much more, whenever you are near our nation’s capital  

 

I became active in REALM two years ago, at the request of Linda 
Schaidt.  Working with the club has been enjoyable, as has been the 
opportunity to see many former co-workers.  Pat and I enjoy visits by 
our two daughters, Lori and Barbara, and our three granddaughters, 
Brittany, Gwen and Erin, to our Montverde  home. 

 

Julian Renfro  -  Winter Park, Florida 

 



Having received my B.S. in Aeronautical Engineering from the 
University of Michigan, it seemed highly appropriate for me to seek 
employment at the company founded by a true aviation pioneer, Glenn 
L. Martin. I was already a member of the District of Columbia Bar at the 
time I joined the Patent Department of the Martin Company in Baltimore 
on June 1, 1955. This employment gave me the opportunity to work with 
many gifted aircraft designers, including several men who had designed 
aircraft for Germany during the early days of WWII, who had been 
brought to America after the war. I already held a Private Pilot’s 
License. 

 

My background in Patent Law came about as a result of having had full 
time employment by the U.S. Patent Office as a Patent Examiner while 
attending the Evening Session of the George Washington University 
Law School. I also had a couple of years of patent experience while 
working for a private law firm. 

 

I was one of three patent attorneys who worked in the Patent Department 
in Baltimore for some five years. It was during that period that our third 
daughter was born. In the fall of 1960 I was transferred to Orlando with 
the authorization to establish a Patent Department in the relatively new 
Orlando Division. A Patent Department was also established in Denver 
during the same time frame, and for many years the Orlando and Denver 
Patent Departments worked in close cooperation with the central Patent 
Department located in Baltimore. I became a member of the Florida Bar 
in 1961, and was admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the 
United States the same year. 

 

I worked as the only patent attorney for many of the 22 years I was 
employed in the Orlando Patent Department, although from time to time 
I had an assistant. These were very enjoyable years, during which I had 
the opportunity to work with many creative and talented inventors.   I 



prepared several hundred patent applications, which eventually were 
issued as United States patents. 

 

In February 1982 I decided to take early retirement, and for over 20 
years I had my own law office on Lee Road in Winter Park, for an active 
practice of patent and trademark law. 

 

My wife, Nancy, and I have been married 58 years, and we have three 
married daughters, and seven grandchildren. Our oldest granddaughter, 
an RN, is married to an emergency room physician, and our youngest 
grandson is on the basketball team of Florida State University in 
Tallahassee. I am very active with the Bridge, Men’s Chorus and History 
Groups of the University Club of Winter Park, and look forward to 
monthly Old Timer’s luncheons of Martin Marietta Retirees.  

 

It is a privilege to live in Central Florida.  

 

 


