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For over a year, Ann Hartle has been after me to write a bit about my life after retirement. 

I keep telling her it’s not as exciting or important as some I have enjoyed reading.  Also I am 
only semi-retired as I still work part time, and have since retiring back in 1989 or 1990…see I 
can’t even remember it’s been so long ago! 

 

When I started working as a Stenographer for what was then called The Martin Company in 
March 1965, Tom Moran was Manager of Labor Relations and John Holliday was Director of 
our Division called Industrial Relations.  I even remember that when I was first employed, the 
women were only allowed to wear dresses or a skirt and blouse.  When I used to transcribe 
minutes and reports, it was done from a round cylinder type recording machine…a far cry from 
Word Processing.  The company name became Martin Marietta and grew much bigger.  Mr. 
Moran became Director of the Division whose name also changed to Human Resources.  I had 
become a Department Secretary by then and worked for Mr. Charlie Bridwell for over fifteen 
years.    Everyone knew “Charlie”.  Our department’s primary function was administering the 
two Union contracts governing the hourly employees of the bargaining unit and the security 
guards, which at that time influenced much of what happened to other hourly office and 
engineering employees.  Many other changes took place over the years; reclassification of 
employees, Word Processing, decentralization, new Divisions, building the East Plant, 
etc.  However, I was promoted within our department and never wanted to leave.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed working for Mr. Bridwell and our department became involved in everything from 
negotiations and arbitration cases to recreation activities and handing out Mickey Mouse Club 
membership cards.  If anyone had a problem, from the shop to the top, they seemed to come to 
see Charlie.   There was never a dull moment.  I formed many great friendships there and we still 
get together. 

 

Although I bowled with two different leagues while working at Martin, I had become interested 
in golf.  After retirement I took a year off and with my young niece and nephew from Maitland, 
drove home to Syracuse, New York to see my parents.  After putting niece and nephew on a 
plane back, I called a friend to fly up and meet me.  After playing golf in Syracuse, we drove 
back to Orlando, playing golf in four different states on the way back.  I had started to play golf 
with the MOGA and then REALM golf leagues while employed and our foursome continued to 
play both around Orlando and anywhere else they may travel to.  I have attended two major golf 
matches, the Ryder Cup and the PGA, but haven’t gotten to the Masters yet. 

I have traveled to Italy and visited Rome, Florence, Venice and Isle of Murano, watching the 
glass blowing and seeing the beautiful pieces displayed;  and then up to Milan.  Since it was 
March and St. Paddy’s Day while we were there, I did manage to find an Irish Pub in 
Venice.  Have also traveled to Ireland, birthplace of both my parents, where we attended the 
wedding of my first cousin and before traveling around, stayed in the house where my mother 
was born.  The driving was challenging, staying on the left side and  having to shift with the left 



hand, but I managed and we went from the West Coast of Clare to Cork, to Tipperary, Sligo, 
Killarney and then to Blarney Castle where we all kissed the blarney stone.  The weather was 
great and we had a wonderful time, meeting many relatives for the first time. 

 

After a year off, I did volunteer work at Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children & Women; and at 
the same time, I happened to find a part-time job at a shop called the House of Ireland at the 
Exchange located next to Church Street Station.  I worked there for eight years and continued 
volunteering.  Church Street went downhill and the shop closed but luckily, at that time I had 
been offered a part-time job at the hospital in Guest Services.  I figured that would be great for 
the next couple of years, but I am still there after almost seven years.  It’s fun, the people are 
great, and it’s very rewarding to help everyone.  Since the maternity and women’s services 
moved across the street to the new Winnie Palmer Hospital, we deal mostly with children.   They 
may be there for x-rays, tests, broken bones, sickness or suffering from cancer.  When you see 
some of the problems or tragedies, it certainly gives you a new perspective on what’s important 
in life ,maybe a change in your priorities, and thankful for what you have and being able to 
remain healthy, except for a few aches and pains. I belong to the Wellness Center associated with 
the hospital and Orlando Health and attend senior aerobics once a week, even try Tai Chi! 

 

  I remain very close to my family, especially my widowed sister who lives in Maitland and is a 
dental hygienist here in town. She has two children, now grown, one of whom has a two-year old 
and a six- month old, who keep us entertained and busy.  She and I took a trip out West.  After 
landing in Salt Lake City, we visited the Mormon facility , then we rented a car and drove south, 
stopping at all the canyons, including a trip to the bottom of the Grand Canyon – then on to one 
of my favorites of the trip – Sedona, Arizona.  We continued across famous Route 66 to Santa Fe 
and Albuquerque to visit my cousin, and then home.  What a wonderful time we had!  My twin 
brother visits every winter and stays in Anna Maria with his family, so naturally we visit and 
have an early vacation.  We also travel home to Syracuse or Seneca Falls, New York where my 
twin has a home on Cayuga Lake.  We have taken the tour around the Lake and visited the many 
wineries. 

 

I attended my 50th high school reunion, also in Syracuse, which involved a three day affair. It 
was a great time and I still have about six schoolmates I have kept in contact with since our club 
card-playing days.  We all e-mail to keep in touch.  I try to stay active.  Love to go to the movies 
or a play or theatre; play cards or bingo; baseball exhibition games when my Yankees are 
playing and I am still trying to get Derek Jeter’s autograph…maybe this year!  I usually go to the 
REALM luncheons, and hope to see you all there. 


