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I started my career with The Glenn L. Martin Company on November  1,1939 in Middle River, 
Maryland when I was 17 years old. As you can see, I started my career by taking a "Poetic 
License" concerning my age on my employment application. My salary was the huge sum of 45 
cents an hour as a ‘Helper’, which was 5 cents an hour more than other starting helpers because I 
had graduated from Manhattan High School of Aviation in New York. 

My first assignment was helping to build the 167 bomber for the French. When France fell, the 
British took over the contract and the bomber was called the 187. Subsequent assignments were 
on the PBM-1 flying boat, the B-26 bomber, where I was promoted to Leader and the program 
was transferred to Plant 2 in Middle River. 

In 1944 my career was interrupted by the U.S. Army Air Corps where I was taught high speed 
International Morse Code. That took me to interesting places like Sheppard Field, Texas. Scott 
Field, Illinois, Manilla in the Philippines, Finschhafen, New Guinea and after Japan's 
surrender,on to Fukuoka, Ashia and Tokyo, Japan. 

In 1946 I was back in Middle River working conversion of C-54s back to  passenger aircraft ,on 
to the AM i Mauler, then on to the B-26 program in Plant 2. 

The GI Bill gave me an opportunity to go back to school so I enrolled in night classes at the 
University of Baltimore and graduated with a BS in Industrial Management in 1961, and my 
LLB (law) in 1958. 

As a result of my schooling, the company transferred me to Personnel as a Personnel 
Representative, and later to the Contracts Department as an Assistant Contracts Manager on the 
Mace A Program. 

When we won the RC135C program, the company moved the operation to the airport in Middle 
River. After winning several contracts, we were all excited about being back in the aircraft 
business. 

In 1970 I was transferred to the Denver Division as Contracts Manager for several programs and 
worked directly for Mark Lecker and later for Caleb (K) Hurtt. 

In 1976 The Orlando Division wanted to merge the Contracts and Legal Departments. I was 
asked by Sid Stark if I would lead the operation. I accepted and my wife, who loved Denver, left 
very deep heel marks all the way to Orlando.  Shortly thereafter, Production Planning was added 
to the Organization. The transition went a lot smoother than I had expected, in no small measure 
because of the efforts of Jim Dunlop and Bill O’dell in the central operation.   

 

Bob Whalen replaced Sid Stark as President and in 1982 he asked me to be Program Manager of 
International. At first I thought he was kidding but I soon realized he considered program 
management as the ULTIMATE management position. 



I accepted and for the first two months I thought it was a terrible mistake. I soon realized it 
would be very exciting and it turned out to be the most interesting job in my 48 years with 
Martin Marietta. 

 With Bob Whalen and Dan Peterson providing the "vision", we formed PGM Systems and EO 
Systems with European partners. I was appointed Vice President of Martin Marietta Overseas 
Corporation, the corporation we used to contract with foreign governments. We later contracted 
with Nissan of Japan to prepare them for work on Patriot when the US Government transferred 
Patriot to Japan. 

   In 1984 Corporate management felt that the expertise developed in Orlando would be 
beneficial to the rest of the company. As a result,  Dan Peterson,Marv Colvert,John 
Groetinger,Tom Goyette and I were transferred to Headquarters in Bethesda, Maryland. 

It turned out that each Division wanted to do its own International work and resisted having 
"outsiders" do it for them. Each of us was reassigned and I was transferred to I&CS in Bethesda 
as Director of Contracts. 

In 1986 the Corporation decided to pursue FTS 2000 (a program to bring the federal 
government's telephone and data systems up to the year 2000 technology). I was appointed 
Director, Business Operations for the proposal effort. 

The proposal was prepared in a classified area in our Headquarters building. Representatives 
from all the Regional Bell Operating Companies (RBOC) were also located there. AT&T and 
Sprint were our competitors, When the proposal was almost ready to be submitted GSA 
decided that the ultimate contract was too large for one contractor. They asked for a resubmittal 
which would take at least six months and since I was turning 65 years old, my wife and I decided 
that I should retire, which I did in 1987. 

 We sold our house in Vienna, Virginia, contracted for our house in Tuscawilla in Winter Springs 
and while it was being built, moved into my wife's home place in a little town called Alderson is 
West Virginia. (You might recognize the name because that was where Martha Stewart was 
incarcerated.) 

I was concerned about how I would react to retirement after a very high activity level job. In 
addition, my son David told me about an article he read stating that people who retire and don't 
keep active die in 18 months. That was 24 years ago. . . I must have been doing something right!  

In 1981 I formed a sub chapter S Corp (Ferrarini Associates) and did some consulting work 
(developed and presented a course on Government Contracts) for Bellcore which is the research 
organization for the regional Bell operating companies. 

 Later consulting for Martin Marietta, together with Walt Lowrie and Wayne Terbush, we did a 
study of Martin Marietta management systems. This study involved interviewing personnel from 
the Baltimore, Denver and Orlando Divisions as well as Headquarters in Bethesda. Final 
presentation was made to the company's Board of Directors. 

My daughter, Barbara, married her childhood sweetheart, Steve Ackerman in January, 2007 
and retired from Lockheed Martin in March 2007 after 29 1/2 years service. Many of you know 
Barbara from her long service with the company. Steve retired as pastor of the largest United 



Methodist church in Wilmington, Delaware in August, 2011. They are now living happily in Tega 
Cay, South Carolina, very close to Charlotte, North Carolina and have become golf enthusiasts. 

My son, David, and his wife, Teresa, are Custom Home Builders, happily living in Alaqua near 
Lake Mary. They are a great team - David concentrates on the house structure and exterior while 
Teresa handles all interior work. They have two amazing children - Nicole and Michael. Nicole 
is in her second year at the University of Miami studying Architecture and has received 
nothing but A grades.(WOW!) 

Michael is a Junior at Lake Highland High School and plans to go into medicine. He plays 
number 1 Singles and number 1 Doubles in tennis at Lake Highland.  

I have kept busy playing tennis and in 1999 I was Florida State tennis champion in singles and 
doubles for my age group. Two months later I could hardly walk and had my right hip replaced. I 
still play, but only twice a week and not nearly as well. 

I keep up with many former work associates through an investment club which meets once a 
month and the Real Olde Timer’s luncheon group which meets on the third Tuesdays of each 
month at Mimi’s in Altamonte Springs. 

My wife, Jean, died in January, 2006 after 56 years of marriage and I became pretty lonely. 
Fortunately, my children, grand children and tennis kept me busy and distracted from my loss. 

A few years later I went on a tour of the ‘Village on the Green’. Following the tour, the 
Marketing Manager suggested that I go back to have lunch and meet her mother-in-law, which I 
did. Her name is Amy Paine and we are very compatible. We make each other laugh and life 
is pleasant once again.  

I wish all my friends and former co-workers a happy and prosperous 2012!   


