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Edward Coleman – Orlando, Florida 

 

I was hired on April 17, 1948 in Baltimore as an Aircraft Instrument 
Technician in the Receiving Inspection Instrument Lab.  In 1957 I 
worked in Supplier Quality (Source Inspection) in the New York area.  I 
transferred to Orlando in 1970 and worked in Supplier Quality 
Engineering.  I worked on the Sprint program from 1970 to 1975 and on 
the Patriot program from 1975 to 1988. 

 

I worked with many interesting people along the way and much to my 
surprise, I worked along with some of the same people in Orlando as in 
Baltimore.  I was blessed with many good bosses such as Reds Bair and 
Whitey Linz in Baltimore and Ivan Stilp and Norm Head in Orlando.  I 
had 40 years at Martin – all without one bad boss! 

 

Since my retirement at the end of 1988, my wife Doris and I have 
enjoyed participating in REALM activities and trips.  We have been 
involved in church work at the local and district levels.  I enjoy yard 
work and we spend the summers in Sabillasville, Maryland where I have 
a large vegetable garden.  We also have an old home there that is always 
in need of repairs.  We still have many relatives in Maryland, so it’s nice 
to be with them in the summer and in the Sunny South in the winter!   

 

Ralph Merkle – Orlando, Florida 

 

I attended the University of Maryland after four years in the Air Force as 
a class room instructor teaching the last six weeks of a 26-week course 



in electronics and then teaching airborne search and navigation radar 
equipment. 

 

I hired into Orlando in September 1957 in the Production Test 
Engineering department where I stayed until 1992 when I 
retired.  During my 35-year career I worked on many programs, 
including Lacrosse, Missile Master, Walleye, Pershing 1, Pershing II , 
Pershing 1 Autopilot, Simulated Laser Target (SLT), Supersonic Low 
Altitude Target (SLAT), Copperhead, TADS/PNVS (Target Acquisition 
Designation System/Pilot Night Vision Sensor) laser boresight range, 
Sprint, Navy Guided Projectile , CF LADS (Canadian Forces Low 
Altitude Defense System), A-12 (the Avenger 2, known as the Flying 
Dorito, which was to be the replacement for the aging Grumman A-6 
until Dick Cheney, then Secretary of Defense, terminated the program), 
DSU-15 optical fuse for the Sidewinder air-to-air missile, Pave Penny 
for the A-10, LST/SCAM (Laser Spot Tracker/Strike Camera) for the F-
18, Disney Flickering Flame Simulator, and the Japan Patriot .  

 

After retirement I've had more time to devote to my model building 
(mainly radio-controlled airplanes) and photographic  hobbies (mostly 
digital) as well as entertaining my six grandchildren.  Retirement is 
great! 

 


