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 Joe Boler  -  Orlando, Florida 

 

 “I was hired in Orlando in January, 1961.  My career included working 
on the following programs:  Hellfire, Pershing, Sprint, Fire Control, 
CNE, ADATS, TADS-PNVS, SAM-D, Walleye, Shillelagh, Advanced 
Programs, Mechanical Engineering and Engineering Operations.  I have 
many fond memories of my days with the company.  Once, while 
working for Gilbert McAvoy on Pershing Test in the remote area, 
several of us engineers from the Systems Test were driving through 
woods in a truck and ran over a rattlesnake which was over six feet 
long!  (Its skin was ‘recycled’!)  That’s just one of the ‘humorous’ 
events I remember.   

 

 I retired in 1990 after 29 years with the company.  My wife, Alice, was 
a librarian at St. Andrews Catholic School for 18 years; she retired in 
1992.  Our three children – Rose-Marie, Michael and Carol-Anne, are 
grown and busy in their own careers.  We have three grandchildren, all 
of whom live within 15 minutes of our house. 

 

 We are keeping busy in retirement.  Golf is my first love and Alice 
enjoys doing crafts.  Our second love is travel. . . we have done a lot of 
traveling all over the USA and Europe. I am currently the REALM 
Travel Committee chairman.  In my spare time I do gardening around 
our home that we have lived in and enjoyed for 46 years.  Alice and I are 
also actively involved in St. Andrews’ Senior Citizens’ organization.” 

 



Garth Meyers  -  Longwood, Florida 

 

“I actually started my career at the Glenn L. Martin Company very early 
in my life.  I graduated from Baltimore Polytechnic Institute in June, 
1938 and, like many others graduates, was hired by GLM in 
November.  There were so many of us (only 18 years old) being hired, it 
was called ‘Boy’s Town’.  To remind me of the date I was hired, I have 
the letter that offered me the job (with the two-cent stamp!) mounted on 
a plaque over my desk.  We were paid a handsome salary - 40 cents an 
hour!  I worked in the Quality Division (known at that time as 
‘Inspection’) until I was drafted in 1944.  I spent 18 months in China, 
Burma and India.  Upon my return to GLM in 1946, I worked in 
Inspection until I transferred to Orlando in 1956, when Ernie Kopka 
asked me if I would like to be the General Foreman of the Sheet Metal 
department. Following several trips to check on the progress of our 
house, my wife Dot, our three children and I moved to Orlando in 
August, 1957. 

 

 Then the plant experience began – approximately three years in Sheet 
Metal and three years as Machine Shop General Foreman.  I was drafted 
(over my objections) into the Quality division.  Although I objected to 
the change, after becoming acclimated I can truthfully say I enjoyed my 
stay and worked many areas of Quality, both project and 
functional.  Those areas included inspection function of detailed 
information, printed circuit, cable harness, chem lab, meteorology lab 
and physical test lab. 

 

 Project assignments consisted of duties on Pershing I (twice), Pershing 
II, Pershing Ground Equipment, Sprint and Navy G.P. (twice).  Between 
project assignments I had another tour of duty as Manager of all 



Inspection functions and a tour in the Audit group.  My final assignment 
prior to retirement was Manager in Functional Quality Engineering. 

 

After moving to Orlando we had two more children.  They are now all 
grown, graduated from college and are busy with their own families. 

 

 Recently we ‘down-sized’ after living in the same home for 47 years; 
we moved to the ‘Village On The Green’, where several other Martin 
retirees reside.  I still enjoy making ship and airplane models, and 
working on the GLM early ‘Flying Machine’ at the Orlando Science 
Center.  Dot and I maintain an active interest in REALM meetings and 
activities.” 

 

 Bill Bowden  -  Orlando, Florida 

 

 “I went to work at the Glenn L. Martin plant in Middle River, Maryland 
on May 6, 1956.  We left Baltimore in a snowstorm in January, 1958 and 
headed to the sunshine and orange blossoms in Orlando.  I worked on 
Missile Master, BIRDiE, RADA and other Electronic programs before 
assuming management of the computer graphics facility from 1969 to 
1972.  I then returned to the Communications & Electronics group as 
manager of product design through 1978.  I retired on January 1, 1989 
after eight years of various engineering management tasks on the 
LANTIRN program. 

 

During many of my early years in the Orlando division, I worked for 
some great Technical and Program Directors from whom I learned many 
things.  One of the most important of these was that holidays and 



weekends off were only for people who had successfully made their 
schedules!  However, we all survived and had a lot of fun in the process. 

 

 A few years after retirement, my wife passed away after a long bout 
with cancer.  After a period of time I had the good fortune to marry a 
lovely widow who had been a friend for over 30 years.  I didn’t win the 
lottery, but getting married to my wife Helen in November, 1995 was 
even better!  Many of our activities have involved travel; we try to take 
at least two major trips a year and especially enjoy traveling with our 
fellow retirees.  I have a large vegetable garden that keeps me busy, and 
Helen enjoys her 

 

crafts and shopping in the malls.  We both enjoy our children and 
grandchildren.  

 

 In the last few years I became active in the Lockheed Martin retirement 
club (REALM), serving as President in 1997 and Chairman of the Board 
in 1998.  I still keep active in the club by attending the Executive Board 
meetings and helping on Joe Boler’s travel committee.  I especially 
enjoy attending our Annual Meeting where I see many familiar faces and 
get to reminisce about the ‘good old days’!”  

 


