
Where Are They Now?  – November 

 

Leonard Wroten  -  Orlando, Florida 

“I was hired into the Orlando Division in 1962 out of Bell Telephone 
Laboratories.  My projects included: Communications – RADA, AGM 79A, 
LARS, Electronics Engineering – Lasers and Optics, CLGP, Copperhead, 
Hellfire, Navy GP, Operations VP, Missiles Missionary VP, President Missile 
Systems, Executive VP in Electronics and Missile Group. 

 

I never had a job at Martin Marietta that I did not like.  I especially enjoyed the 
times as Program Manager on Copperhead and others.  One of the most 
extraordinary remembrances is the fantastic changes that took place after our 
corrections to overcome quality issues in the government POS quality review, 
with the introduction of PMT teams.  The improvements in quality and 
manufacturing made by our people were just super. 

 

Since retirement I have continued to stay quite busy.  I am doing things that I 
always wanted to do, mostly centered around Christian charities.  I serve on two 
Boards – the Orange County Jail Ministry Board and the Pembrook New 
Churches Board.  I also minister in the jail one day a week.   

 

I have ten grandchildren and have helped with their home-schooling, which I 
enjoy immensely.  I have been blessed with good health and continue to play 
tennis.” 

 

Maurice (Bud) Yeager  -  Orlando, Florida  

 

“Having graduated from MIT in 1952, I spent a year and a half in the helicopter 
industry.  I joined the Glenn L. Martin Company in January, 1954.  I was 



drafted six months later and spent eighteen months at Aberdeen Proving Ground 
as a buck private.  Returning to Martin in February, 1956, I worked on 
Vanguard and was then asked to come to the field crew at the Cape in August, 
1956 for a one-year tour of duty.  Living conditions around the Cape were 
unattractive, so we decided on Orlando and the 65-mile one-way daily 
commute.  Little did we realize that Martin would purchase land and build a 
facility here so that we would not have to move back up north. 

 

I transferred to Orlando in the summer of 1958 to join the Pershing team.  I 
spent the next ten years in engineering assignments, a tour in Marketing under 
Carl Hoffmann and Bucky Wingate, then on to Advanced Programs under Bill 
Wicks.  After a one-year assignment at Corporate (then at the Baltimore airport) 
under Dr. Hall, I returned to Orlando under Bob Whalen and became involved 
in LARS for several years – then on to CLGP, followed by PII.  I worked 
getting the ADATS license as a sideline for four years, then came up with the 
idea of an all-weather Hellfire that grew into Longbow. 

 

After twenty-nine and a half years, I moved on and joined Bill Wicks at Litton 
Laser in 1983, but I continued to interface with Orlando on their laser 
requirements.  After eight years at Litton I returned to the fold under Len 
Wroten and became immersed in mergers and acquisitions involving GE, Loral 
and Lockheed.  I was also assigned to several international initiatives and the 
classified world.   

 

I retired nine years ago this past June.  My wife, Phyllis, and I decided to see 
those parts of the world of interest to us that we had not seen during my career 
years.  Africa, Thailand, China, Mexico, East and West Canada and South 
America were the main trips.  We also continued our tour of the United States 
via motor home.  Our travel has slowed down but we still have timeshares and a 
new motor home. 

 

My activity revolved around consulting for most of my retirement  years, 
initially with numerous companies then with Gary Hyde at Garton 
International.  I worked many proposals at Orlando and a few in Dallas.  That 



has slowed down, so I once again went active as a real estate agent with Olde 
Town Brokers.  The year 2006 was a good year – 2007 is not worth spending 
time on!  I play some golf and a modest amount of duplicate bridge and remain 
active in homeowner association duties.  We spend time whenever possible with 
our three children and eight grandchildren.  Barbara lives the closest – in 
Ormond Beach; Craig is in Atlanta and Janet in Fishersville, Virginia.  Phyllis 
and I have a social circle including former ‘Martineers’ – the Darts, Gribbles, 
Kerkoffs, McDaniels, Purcells, Geigers, Grahams, Joe Scianna and Jim 
Ashwell.  We see them on a regular basis – doing things like bridge, movie 
group, gourmet dinner, ‘fun of the month’ and anything else that comes 
up.  Retirement is great!” 

 

Martin Galassini  -  Geneva, Florida 

 

“I joined the Glenn L. Martin Company in the fall of 1959.  At the time I was 
married to Silke and we had one daughter with another one on the way.  Thirty-
three years later I retired from Martin Marietta as manager of the 
electromagnetic group.  I was still married to Silke, had four daughters and three 
granddaughters – two more came along in 1997.  

 

After my retirement I consulted for Martin Marietta, Coleman Research and 
others.  I still keep my fingers in with L-3 Communications Coleman 
Aerospace.  For several years I also worked for 21st Century Pets.  I had a 
chance to go to Hong Kong and mainland China on business for the 
company.  In 1998 Marty Cooper asked me to take over the RAMM ‘Partners in 
Education’ followed by volunteering at Science City at the Orlando Science 
Center. That year the idea of the Science Center sponsoring a science fair was 
entertained; this is how the Science Challenge got its start.  It was mostly 
supported by RAMM volunteers for judging the projects.  About that time I was 
elected President of the Lake Harney Estates Association and became 
community representative for District IV of the Seminole County Sheriffs 
Department. 

 



Upon my retirement my mother-in-law, who lived with us since 1982, became 
terminal and required home care until she passed away in April.  The following 
year my Dad moved in with us; he had been in a house fire and could no longer 
take care of himself.  He lived with us until his death in 2002. 

 

Silke and I did some traveling, mostly to central Europe.  We visited Germany 
(where she was born), France, Italy, Switzerland and Austria.  On one of our 
trips to Germany we visited Feldhausen, a small village where Silke had lived 
for two years during the war, also the Gymnasium in Munich where she went to 
school.  In Italy we drove to Pievepelago (the hometown of my grandfather) and 
had lunch in the Galassini Restaurant and Hotel;  the Galassinis no longer own 
it.  Last spring we visited Ireland - and we did get to Mexico and visited the 
Copper Canyon. 

 

We still keep up our small citrus grove, the vegetable gardens, our pineapples 
and flowers.  We are both keeping fit working on the property.  Hurricane 
Charlie took out thirty large trees and we are still cleaning up.  We both love to 
hike.  On our annual drive to Pennsylvania (we have two daughters living 
there), we usually stop on the way to go hiking in the Smoky or the Blue Ridge 
Mountains.  We always stop in Dillsboro, North Carolina for smoked ribs . . . . 
they are the best!  Life has been good to us!” 

 

 Paul Curtin  -  Deland, Florida 

“My wife, Gloria, and I moved to “The Cloisters of Deland” in September, 
2006.  It is a wonderful assisted living community and has everything to make 
retirement truly enjoyable in our ‘golden years’.  On ‘Main Street USA’ they 
have a post office, bank, beauty parlor, barber shop, concession stand, lending 
library, woodworking shop, fitness room, clothes repair shop, cleaners, 
billiards/shuffleboard and a pub.  (Yes, they have BYOB parties!).  There is an 
atrium from the third floor to the eighth with inside balconies and plants like the 
hotel at the Orlando airport. Our apartment is on the fourth floor and every room 
has a beautiful view.  Our living room looks into a tree as if we are living like 
Robinson Crusoe – squirrels and birds knock on the windows just to get 
attention!  The community is on 14 acres of land with security guards around 



the clock and there is a clubhouse with a heated pool that gets lots of use.  We 
also have veranda apartments standing by themselves. An activities coordinator 
provides the residents with plenty of activities to stay happy and healthy.   

 

Sadly, Gloria passed away on August 1, 2007, so she was only able to enjoy our 
new lifestyle for a very short time.  After fifty-eight wonderful years of 
marriage, I miss her terribly but I’m trying to keep my mind occupied and take 
one day at a time.  I have four wonderful daughters – Mary Eileen Agnew 
(principal of St. Charles Catholic School on Edgewater Drive, lives in 
Windermere); Julie Fowler (retired from Jewett Orthopaedic Clinic, lives in a 
log cabin in “deer country” in Georgia); Meg Stitt (a Senior Vice President of 
Wachovia bank in Atlanta, lives in Atlanta and is responsible for four 
Southeastern states); and Martha Andrews (a dental hygienist in Deland and my 
‘right arm’). Two of our grandsons graduated from the University of Florida, 
and their parents graduated from Florida State, so you can imagine the mayhem 
in their home on ‘game day’!  Another grandson attends the Maine Maritime 
Academy and recently passed the Coast Guard exam to enable him to be a 
captain of a 250,000 ton boat. One granddaughter is on the Junior Olympics 
volleyball team and another is captain of the swim team at Father Lopez High 
School in Daytona Beach.  We’ve always been very proud of our children, their 
families and their accomplishments! 

 I would be happy to hear from my friends and former co-workers – and I’d love 
to show you ‘retirement at its best’ at the Cloisters!  My address is 400 E. 
Howry Avenue, Apartment 413 – Deland, Florida  32724-5433 and my 
telephone number is 386:785-0072.”  

 

Betty & Jerry Randolph  -  Windermere, Florida  

“On January 1, 2008 we will have been retired for 15 years!  We still 
live   among the lakes, trees, flowers and ‘round-abouts’ in Windermere! 

 

During our retirement, we have traveled to many countries, including much of 
Europe, Russia, and China, along with most of the United States.  We do not 
travel outside the United States now, but still make our annual trips to the 



Carolinas and Tennessee in the fall, so we can enjoy the ‘changing of the 
season’.  

 

Of course, we are still FLORIDA GATOR fans!  Jerry continues his gardening, 
and Betty keeps busy volunteering and “playing” the stock market. 

Our daughter, Jennifer, maintains residences in Orlando (Baldwin Park) and 
Atlanta, where she is a partner in a Public Relations & Marketing firm.  Her 
husband, Carl Graddy, is employed with the Maitland Police Department. Also, 
we must mention the ‘loves of our life’ – two Maltese puppies (Coco and 
Chancellor) and a Schnauzer (Heide).  Never a dull moment at our house! 

We see our many friends at REALM activities, and enjoy socializing with other 
Martin Marietta retirees, (it was Martin Marietta when we retired!).  

To sum it up in a nutshell  . . . life is good!” 


