
Vladimir Mandl – Colorado Springs, Colorado 

 

          My wife, Dorothy, and I fell in love with Colorado the first time 
we visited our son, Mike, who joined the staff of the University of 
Phoenix when he took a voluntary discharge from the Army.  After a 
few days exploring the mountains and valleys, Mike and I were tripping 
around when he stopped the car and said, “Dad, why don’t you and 
Mom move here so I can be here for you when you need me?”  It 
sounded reasonable, so Dorothy and I scouted the territory, found a nice 
house in a lovely valley and moved from Florida in 1997.  About a year 
later, Mike made a career move to Hawaii.  It’s a fairly long commute 
from Maui to the Springs!  Fortunately, we didn’t need any help; in fact, 
we do very well on our own.  We go up the mountains at least once a 
month to an old gold mining town known as Cripple Creek, which is 
now our local version of Vegas where we lose a few and win a few.  We 
have had a couple of great visits from Don and Mitzie Wilson and get to 
spend time with our great-grandchildren, Jasmine, age six, and Gage, 
who is four.  (Note of interest: On November 25, 1959, Dorothy was 
Mitzie’s Matron of Honor and I was the ‘official photographer” at the 
Wilson’s wedding!  So we go back a long way!)     

 

          I miss the brotherhood I enjoyed at Lockheed Martin with folks 
like Buzz Showalter, Bob Lewis, Avery Owen, and even Bob 
Keymont!  The memories of chances, challenges, disasters, and 
opportunities are still with me.  It was a very challenging and rewarding 
3.5 decades.  I am grateful that today we can lounge on our deck 
admiring Pikes Peak while planning our next jaunt past the magnificent 
Range into the woodlands and lakes, barely 20-30 miles from our front 
door.  We have all this thanks to the association with Bob Keymont and 
the late Dick Malena, among others.  It is a dream fulfilled – a dream I 
had when I was 12 years old back in Prague learning English and 
earning my keep selling Eskimo Pies in a movie theatre. 



 

Life is wonderful . . . come visit us! 

 

Peter Betterman  -  Orlando, Florida 

 

I joined Martin Marietta in November 1972, initially working on Patriot, 
or SAM-D as it was then known. Subsequent programs included Assault 
Breaker, MLRS Terminally Guided Warhead, Hellfire and Longbow. 
Our generation was truly fortunate in having great leaders who where 
patient with our mistakes, generous in rewards while providing 
opportunities for us to learn from these battle-hardened veterans. Names 
like Jeff Coleman, Cliff Barnhill and Roy Dutton come to mind as 
people who took the time to nurture the next generation. Our grateful 
thanks. 

 

Following retirement we have tried to give back to the community by 
voluntary contributions. I serve on the Orange County Board of Zoning 
Adjustment; we meet once a month to assess requests for zoning 
variances and exceptions. Also, I work with our neighborhood 
association and contribute to the British Classic car community in 
Central Florida. We have just finished the full restoration of a 1961 
Jaguar XK 150. 

 

Like many we are very concerned with the growth and sprawl in East 
Orange County and do what we can to try and manage this growth. We 
have had some successes.  A 400-plus acre tract was recently purchased 
by Orange County for preservation instead of being sacrificed to the 
developer’s bulldozers and development has been halted on a vast 4,000 
acre parcel of the TM Ranch. However, the march to concrete over the 
land will continue and has led us, like many, to think about moving 



away from Central Florida. No decisions, but we keep looking in 
Georgia, South Carolina and the Florida panhandle. We shall see what 
the future brings. 

 

We are fortunate that our health still allows us to travel extensively. 
Gayl and I have roamed the South Pacific, explored throughout the 
Caribbean, seen much of Europe and of course been back to the UK to 
visit family and friends. We have penciled in another Caribbean trip and 
the north of Scotland for this year. We hope that health will allow us to 
continue our travels; there is so much to see and experience   

 

It is Christmas Eve 2007 as I write this so in closing, our thanks to all 
those we worked with throughout our careers, our thanks for our family, 
children and grandchildren and our best wishes for 2008.  

 

Jeanne Johnstone  -  Sanford, North Carolina  

 

Jeanne started at Martin in Orlando in 1958.  She transferred from 
Orlando to Baltimore and retired from there in 1983.  After retirement 
she lived in Perry, Florida and moved to Sanford in 2005.  She would 
like everyone to know she is ‘alive and well’ and is enjoying life to the 
fullest!  She would love to hear from her many friends and former co-
workers.  Her address is 212 High Ridge Drive – Sanford, North 
Carolina  27330 and her telephone number is 919:774-9977.   

 


