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 I started at Martin Marietta Laboratories in Baltimore in November, 
1977.  As part of my job interview, I had to give a technical presentation.  
This was before PowerPoint, so I had a stack of hand-drawn transparencies.  
About three minutes into my presentation, power went out in the entire 
building and stayed out for well over an hour.  I had to continue my 
presentation on the blackboard using natural light.  During all of the years I 
was at the Labs, no other power failure lasted more than a few minutes.  
Something like that can make you paranoid. 
 
 In those days, Martin Marietta was a more diverse company.  The 
Labs did work for all of the divisions: Aerospace, Aluminum, Aggregates, 
Chemicals and Cement.  I don’t recall having any projects for Aggregates or 
Cement.  I do recall trips to the alumina extraction plant at St. Croix in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.  Such trips were “balanced” by trips to a chemical plant 
in Manistee, Michigan.  In the winter, of course.  These particular projects 
were concerned with process modeling and control.  Other projects over the 
years were in areas such as ultrasonic testing, radiation hardness testing, 
artificial intelligence and robotics.  And one trip to the Cape in connection 
with the Titan IV.   
 
 Then came the merger with Lockheed.  In June of 1995, we were told 
that the Labs would close at the end of the year.  I decided to follow the 
program on which I was working to Orlando.  This program, ARROW, was 
to design and produce the radar for a surface-to-air missile.  My work was in 
the area of digital design.  Only a few other people had also transferred from 
the Labs, so it made the transition period somewhat interesting, until new 
people could be brought onto the program.  We were located in Module 1G. 
 
 The ARROW program lasted for many years, and I was one of the few 
remaining as it wrapped up in early 2005.  After leaving ARROW, I worked 
on an IRAD and one other program for the remainder of the year.  At the 
start of 2006, I began working on the MEADS program, which involves a 
collaboration between the United States, Germany and Italy.  I was still on 
MEADS at the time of my retirement last summer. 
 



 

 

 I have had a lifelong interest in science fiction.  My favorite author 
has always been Robert Heinlein.  I was fortunate to be able to attend the 
Heinlein Centennial in Kansas City in 2007.  Starting some years after 
Heinlein’s death in 1988, I began research to try to solve what I call The 
Great Heinlein Mystery.  The objective is to identify a naval system inspired 
by one of Heinlein’s early stories.  The available evidence is very slight and 
somewhat contradictory.  I hope to have a manuscript ready to publish in the 
not too distant future.  Other minor results of my research have been 
published from time to time.  I also attend science fiction conventions, at 
least in Orlando and Tampa. 


