
Sylvia Williamson 

“I came to Orlando and started working at The Martin Company in 1958, after working 
for Western Electric in Burlington, North Carolina for eight years. 

I started in Manufacturing on the Lacrosse program working on the assembly line, then on 
to Pershing, BIRDiE, Bullpup and many other programs. In 1971, I became a Quality 
Inspector working for Linc Monahan; I was chosen to attend classes to learn about Micro 
Electronics and I was the first Quality Inspector in MEC. In 1980 I was selected by Ken 
Brown to come into the Manufacturing area to build quality into the hardware. I was 
moved to supervision and then later promoted to General Foreman, supervising 127 
women and seven supervisors. In 1988/9 I was sent to the Lantirn stockroom to supervise 
twelve men. (I will have to say this was much different from anything that I had ever done, 
and believe me, it was quite an experience . . . these men taught me a lot about a stockroom, 
along with many other subjects!). 

I was moved back to Micro Electronics and stayed there until 1994 at which time I was 
invited to go to Maine with a new friend of mine, Bill Abney, whom I had met in 1993. 
Upon returning from that trip I informed Ken Brown that I would retire at the end of the 
week. Since 1950 I had gotten up at 5:00 am, gone to work, returning about 6:00pm and I 
was really ready for a big change – so I retired on July 22, 1994 - with no regrets. I will 
have to say that Martin Marietta was a great place to work for thirty-six years! 

I soon joined the RAMM group and became Chairperson in 2001; Bill was made an 
Honorary Member and he and I coordinated the Lunch Bunch for seven years. We had an 
RV and traveled a lot and then acquired a bass boat and pontoon. He taught me how to fish 
and sometimes I would be lucky and catch a larger fish (this is my story and I’m sticking to 
it!). I wrote the ‘Care & Concern’ column for the REALM newsletter for three years – 
then I got really busy after joining the Orlando Elks Lodge 1079, of which I am a Trustee; 
my Bill joined too and is now on the House Committee. So you can see we are still keeping 
busy but we do get to see you all at our annual REALM Christmas party. I am convinced 
you really enjoy life if you stay busy after retirement and this is what we are trying to do. 
As a suggestion to everyone - get busy in our REALM association and you will love every 
part of it . . . you will meet many wonderful people who will turn into being good friends! “ 

 


