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Community giving 
REALM’s gifts brought extra  
joy at Christmas 

In December, Jackie Keller, 
Bob Wood, and Sue and Harold 
Cates delivered REALM dona-
tions to three deserving local 
charities:  The Russell Home for 
Atypical Children received 
$2,000, Seniors First received 
$1,000, and the Salvation Army 

Charity. Continued on page 17. 

REALM elves Jackie Keller, Sue 
Cates, and Bob Wood escorted 
REALM Santa (aka Harold Cates) 
to visit children at Russell Home. 

By Bill Rivera 

Traditionally, each incoming president provides his or her vi-
sion of the future of REALM and the path to get there. Harold 

Cates defined his 2010 vision as the year of the 
IOU (Involving Others Ultimately). As we enter a 
new year, we will continue his IOU legacy and 
call for all REALM members to think TEAM 
(Together Everyone Accomplishes More) in get-
ting members more active and involved with club 
activities and getting new members. 

The vision has not changed; however, the path for-
ward needs to be further defined. First, we must 
remind ourselves that REALM’s success depends 
upon its ability to provide the programs and ser-
vices members and potential members want and 
desire. Currently, we offer a wide range of activi-

ties, travel programs, and community involvement opportunities. 
Even with these diverse programs and opportunities, we have been 
experiencing a gradual decrease in membership participation and 
volunteering and very little growth in total active membership.  

Unfortunately, there is no quick fix and reversing this trend will 
be an evolutionary process that will take time. Therefore it is im-
portant we start this process now. To begin, our focus should be on 
changing that which we can control. As an organization, I believe 
there are two emerging trends we need to manage—Comfort Zone 
Syndrome and Stagnant New Member Growth.  

Comfort Zone Syndrome:  A shortcoming of a volunteer or-
ganization is once someone “accepts” a position, it might end up 
being theirs for life. (Some REALM directors and committee mem-
bers have been in place over 10 years.) The consequence is the ten-
dency for these folks to fall into a comfort zone, where repetition 
becomes the norm, which discourages the exploration of new ideas. 
Experience has shown variety stimulates interest and interest stimu-
lates participation. For instance, the Lunch Bunch activity was on 
the verge of extinction.  The 2011 resurgence and success of the 
Lunch Bunch activity is an example of how implementing a crea-
tive idea (new procedure) and adding variety (new restaurants) in-
creased participation. 

How do we get more members engaged? To this end, I would 

2012 President 
Bill Rivera 

President.  Continued on page 3. 
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REALM Points of Contact 

REALM Board of Directors 

REALM Schedule 

Memorabilia 

 Gerry Shoaf 
 gshoaf@cfl.rr.com

 407-876-4090 

Memories ...Memories ...  
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Coming Events 

February 29 ........... Lunch Bunch at Palma Ma-
ria.  

March 21 ............... Lunch Bunch at West Or-
ange Country Club. 

April 18 ................. Lunch Bunch at Catfish 
Place in St. Cloud. 

May 17 .................. Lunch Bunch at Carrabba’s, 
5701 Vineland Rd., Orlando 

President’s Message 

Continued from Page 1. 

like for us to strive to accomplish the following: 

1.  Actively solicit ideas and suggestions from 
the members without any commitment on 
their part. 

2.  Talk with members and explain the pivotal 
role they play in identifying the programs, 
activities and services REALM offers. 

3.  Ask members to bring forward programs or 
events they initiate and offer REALM mem-
bers the opportunity to take advantage of 
them as well. 

4.  Advise members on the availability of the 
REALM Board Duties link on the REALM 
web and encourage each to review. 

Stagnant New Member Growth:   New 
members ensure the long term vitality of the 
club. However, the low percentage of new Lock-
heed Martin retirees joining REALM is cause for 
concern. To determine why, we need to look at 
what motivates and interest this generation of 
retirees and then ask, “Does REALM appeal to 
this diverse audience?” Recent newspaper arti-
cles identified three traits of today’s retirees as 
people who: 

 Don’t accept the fact they are seniors 

 Are very health conscious—into jogging, 
running, physical fitness 

 Want an active lifestyle. 

Also, potential retirees perceive REALM as 
an organization for “old people,” which shows 
we haven’t communicating well the full scope of 
what REALM is all about or the diversity it of-
fers all its members.  This is understandable as 
their information source is limited to either dis-
cussions with a member or the REALM info re-
ceived in their Lockheed Martin retirement pack-
age, specifically, the newsletter. The company’s 
privacy policy has also limited the club’s ability 
to personally contact each group of recent retir-
ees and the $7.50 dues is not incentive enough 
for them to join. 

Member discussions most likely focus on 
those activities and programs of interest to the 
member. However, that’s not the whole REALM 
picture. This leaves the newsletter to fill-in the 
missing pieces. How do we reverse this “old” 
perception?  The newsletter should send a clear 
message that REALM provides an active lifestyle 
environment for its members. Consider that Golf, 
Bowling, Bridge, and Tennis are weekly active 
lifestyle activities but only Bridge has monthly 
newsletter inputs.  As a start, we can commit to 
providing inputs about our recreation and other 
activities to REALM News.   

This is just the start of what I hope will stim-
ulate more thought and member input to maintain 
the viability and relevance of REALM for years 
to come. As we start the new year, let’s keep in 
mind that in a TEAM approach the sum of the 
parts is greater than the whole.  
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New Members This 
Month 

 

Henry Bielicke 
Kenneth Ray 
Sandy Hulsey 
Roger Jensen 
Robert Stover 

By Ed Jones 

Adapted from PC World  

You can find the answer to that 
question at a new online service 
called Pwnedlist 
(pwnedlist.com).  To see 
whether your email address or 
username is in the services near-
ly 5-million name database of 
pilfered personal data, just type 
in your information and click 
check.   

Pwnedlist will then deliver the 
good or bad news to you.  Being 
listed in the database does not 

Ed’s Tech Support 

Has your email address been  
compromised? 

necessarily mean someone has 
tried to break into your account- 
but still, 
you  
should  
consider  
changing your  
password. 

 

Missionary Computer Fellowship lives on! 
By Ed Jones and Phil Morrison 

Missionary Computer Fellow-
ship (MCF) is a group of volun-
teers composed largely of retir-
ees who fix up old computers for 
overseas missionaries and 
churches, pastors, schools and 
community centers in the Greater 
Orlando Area. As you may have 
heard, we anticipated closing our 
doors and disbanding MCF late 
last year. This resulted after we 
had to abandon our home in the 
First United Methodist Church’s 
(FUMC) Administration building 
due to it being purchased by the 
Downtown Performing Arts Cen-
ter. 

However due to the diligence of 
FUMC member and MCF volun-

teer Tony Rossetti, we have 

found a new home and have relo-
cated to 725 W. Central Blvd.  
We are about one-half mile west 
of Interstate 4, across the street 
from a fire station.  We are open 
every Tuesday and Thursday be-
tween 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Jim Gibboney has retired as our 
Director and Tony Rossetti now 
leads MCF. However, retirees 

Clare Adams, Sam Breidt, 
Frank Dement, Dale Dibble, 
Dave Emmons, Ed Jones, Don 
Hickman,  Bert Kremp, Lloyd 
Riffe, Tom McNutt, Phil Morri-
son, John Tracy, Walt Trippe, 
Frank (Herb) Walker, and Bud 
Yeager are still active with MCF.  
Additional FUMC members and 
non-Lockheed Martin volunteers 

also serve at MCF. 

What does MCF need? 

First:   

Pentium 4 computers, desktops 
and laptops donations.  They 
do not need to be working.  
We can fix them.  Hard drives 
are wiped clean before in-
stalling a new operating sys-
tem.  We only work on PCs, 
no Apples please.  XP or Win-
dows 7 operating system soft-
ware/licenses are also needed. 

Monitors less than 10 years 
old.  They need to work.  We 
do not fix monitors. 

Mice and keyboards and 
speakers. 

Hard Drives >20Mb, RAM > 
256Mb, DVDs, CD-RW and 
DVD-RW are also accepted 

No Printers Please 

MCF. Continued on next page. 
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Second:   

MCF is now accepting financial 
contributions for our services to 
help pay for operating expenses. 

Third:   

We need some new retirees!  
Most of us are now in our 70s 

and 80s with one volunteer 
Frank Dement being in his 90s!  
So if you have the skills or the 
desire to acquire the skills to re-
condition or repair PCs, please 
contact us.  You don’t have to be 
experienced or trained in work-

ing with the elderly!!  :-)   

MCF.  Continued from previous page. 
Phone 407-422-9265 

E-mail:  info@mcf-orl.org 

Website:  
firstchurchorlando.org/serve/
world 

We have a great time providing 
our services to the community 

Some of the Lockheed  
Martin volunteers at MCF 
are (left to right): 
Frank Walker,  
Phil Morrison,  
Clare Adams,  
Don Hickman,  
Tom McNutt,  
Lloyd Riffe,  
Ed Jones,  
Frank Dement,  
Jim Gibboney (now retired 
from the group), 
Dale Dibble,  
Bert Kremp  
and John Tracy. 

Blood Bank 

Blood donations abound! 
Sylvia Williamson Abney 

Betty Hay 

Jim Hayne 

Stella Malone 

Jean Mathena 

George McClure 

Jan Sullivan 

Ann Toole 

Bill Toole 

Lockheed Martin  
Blood Bank Group Number: 

M6W 

By Sylvia Williamson Abney 
When you donate, please send an e-mail note to Syl-
via Williamson Abney at  

SylviaDenham1934@aol.com  
Yes, this is a new email address! 
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 DANIEL and URSULA  
ACKER their 50 th married 3 3 
1962 

 ROGER and FRANCES  
BAILEY their 45 th married 3 
18 1967 in CLEARWATER FL 

 ROBERT and JACQUILINE 
BEATTY their 21 st married 3 2 
1991 

 EDWIN and RENE BECK their 
59 th married 3 14 1953 in OR-
LANDO FL 

 JAMES and BEVERLY  
BONAR their 55 th married 3 
16 1957 in FT. WAYNE IN 

 ROBERT and CHERYL 
BRADFORD their 19 th married 
3 27 1993 in ORLANDO FL 

 HENRY and SARA  
BRAKMANN their 54 th mar-
ried 3 22 1958 in ABERDEEN 
MS 

 ROBERT and BARBARA 
BURLINGHAM their 53 rd 
married 3 21 1959 in MARBLE-
HEAD MA 

 TERRY and SUSANNE  
CARSTEN their 44 th married 3 
16 1968 in TAMPA FL 

 RALPH and NANCY 
CHABOT their 54 th married 3 
16 1958 in SYLACAUGA AL 

 ARNOLD and PHYLLIS 
COMBS their 66 th married 3 
16 1946 in INDIANAPOLIS IN 

 EUGENE and BARBARA 
COSTA their 51 st married 3 11 
1961 in SPRINGFIELD MA 

 BOB and GAIL CRAMER their 
65 th married 3 29 1947 in 
MORRISTOWN NJ 

 RODGER and DOROTHY  
DANA their 57 th married 3 19 
1955 in CASTLE ROCK WA 

 RICHARD and SARAH 
DREWS their 34 th married 3 18 
1978 in DEARBORN MI 

 HAWK and JACQUELYN  
EGGERTON their 58 th married 
3 27 1954 in COLUMBIA SC 

 ROBERT and COLLEEN  
ELDREDGE their 57 th married 
3 12 1955 in KEY WEST FL 

 ROBERT and PAT EYER their 
38 th married 3 29 1974 in OR-
LANDO FL 

 BUCK and VIVA FENNELLY 
their 56 th married 3 12 1956 in 
BALTIMORE MD 

 JEFFREY and LENORE  
FERNALD their 44 th married 3 
7 1968 in COVENTRY CT 

 MILTON and GERALDINE 
FLUKER their 53 rd married 3 
21 1959 in HUNTSVILLE AL 

 GERALD and CHERYL 
FRANTZ their 32 st married 3 
29 1980 in MAITLAND FL 

 BARRY and GLENDA  
FRAZIER their 32 st married 3 
22 1980 in ORLANDO FL 

 DONALD and EDITH FRIEND 
their 59 th married 3 7 1953 in 
CROWN POINT IA 

 RUBY and JAMES GATLIN 
their 52 st married 3 19 1960 in 
KISSIMMEE FL 

 GERALD and SUSAN  
GOODWIN their 18 th married 3 
14 1994 in KAANAPALI-MAUI 
HY 

 CHARLES and MAE  
HAMMOND their 50 th married 
3 18 1962 in WARNER ROB-
INS GA 

 JOHN and LAN HARDIN their 
35 th married 3 8 1977 in  
ORLANDO FL 

 WILLIAM and MARY  
HOLLAND their 54 th married 
3 14 1958 

 JAMES and JIMMIE HOW-
ELL their 52 st married 3 18 
1960 in WINTER HAVEN FL 

 BRUCE and JOAN JENNINGS 
their 8 th married 3 13 2004 in 
EDGEWATER FL 

 EDWARD and MARJORIE 
JONES their 59 th married 3 14 
1953 in MELROSE MA 

 DONALD and JANELLE 
KELLY their 53 rd married 3 7 
1959 in MOSS POINT MS 

 CALVIN and DORIS  
KOLOUP their 48 th married 3 
29 1964 in MIDDLE RIVER 
MD 

 CAMERON and ELINOR 
MACDONALD their 56 th mar-
ried 3 31 1956 in PORT  
WASHINGTON NY 

 WILLIAM and ILA  
MAYBERRY their 60 th mar-
ried 3 21 1952 in ELLWOOD 
CITY PA 

 ROBERT and LOIS  
MESZAROS their 55 th married 
3 2 1957 in Mc KEESPORT PA 

 DICK and JANET 
MIGLIORETTO their 38 th 
married 3 9 1974 in SEATTLE 
WA 

 THOMAS and INEZ MOORE 
their 46 th married 3 4 1966 in 
ORLANDO FL 

 DONALD and RITA PALEY 
their 32 st married 3 17 1980 in 
LAS VEGAS NV 

 JOHN and MILDRED SEW-
ELL their 60 th married 3 15 
1952 in LAKEWOOD OH 

March Anniversaries 
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  MICHAEL and PEG SPINAZ-
ZOLA their 54 th married 3 1 
1958 in REVERE MA 

 MELVIN and PHYLLIS TAY-
LOR their 65 th married 3 22 
1947 in DAYTON OH 

March Anniversaries 
 DUKE and PATRICIA 
TORBERT their 55 th married 3 
10 1957 in UNION SC 

 ROBERT and MARCE  
VEREEN their 21 st married 3 
30 1991 in WILMINGTON NC 

 WILLIAM and SUSAN 
WECKBACHER their 50 th 
married 3 3 1962 in YOUNGS-
TOWN OH 

If your anniversary information is incorrect, please contact Ed Jones at cjones21@cfl.rr.com or 407-859-3766. 

REALM installs new officers and thanks  
active members 
By Shirley Jones 

Eighty REALM members and guests met for lunch 
and fellowship at the Elk’s Club to recognize indi-
vidual efforts during the year 2011 and to install 
new officers for the year 2012.  

After 2011 club President Harold Cates called the 
meeting to order, he welcomed members and guests 
and introduced members at the head table.  Those 
people were Harold’s wife, Sue; Bill Rivera, incom-
ing president, and his wife Linda; Ben Drexler, in-
coming first vice president, and his wife Clarice; 
Shirley Jones, Secretary; Bill Drown, Treasurer; and 
Bob Wood, second vice president, and his wife Dot 

Harold summarized many of the actions of the 
Board for the year 2011 and also discussed some of 
the meetings, activities, luncheons, trips and support 
and care given by REALM members during the 
year. 

Following lunch, Harold held the drawings for the 
awards.  The blood donor awards went to Sue Cates, 
Dave Carls, and Bill Toole. 

The president’s awards were presented by Harold to 
members who provided outstanding service to the 
club in 2011.  The recipients were: 

Joe and Barbara Ripino for their work to meet and 
greet our military personnel. 

Andrea Lawrence, for her exceptional work as 

editor of REALM News. 

Joe and Alice Boler and Bill and Helen Bowden 
for their continued work as part of the Travel 
Committee. 

Alan Courney and Ben Drexler for REALM News 
distribution. 

Ed and Shirley Jones for their comprehensive, 
combined efforts for REALM.  

Ann Hartle for managing Care and Concern for 
REALM members and trying to get volunteers for 
her “Where are they Now?” column. 

Bill Drown for bookkeeping and finance. 

Gerry Shoaf for overseeing the Memorabilia pro-
ject. 

Marty Galassini for the Orlando Science Center 
and Science Fair Coordinator. 

Bob Riemer for handling the bowling recreation. 

Tom Goslin administered the oath of office to the 
incoming Board.  The current board of directors is 
listed on page 2.   

Harold thanked everyone for their help and assis-
tance during his term/terms as President of REALM 
and then turned the gavel over to Bill Rivera.  See 
page 1 for Bill’s first President’s Message of 2012. 
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By Ben Drexler 

The Bridge Group activity moved out smartly for 
the year 2012, with 20 players for each of the four 
Fridays. Despite some troubling health issues that 
force absences for some of our members, the group 
surges ahead, with stimulating playing sessions and 
good fellowship. We sorely miss those who are ab-
sent whether from health issues or other commit-
ments. Many absentees are among the consistently 
best players. Those of us who are relatively inexpe-
rienced (think “unskilled”) at the game think we are 
improving, but our score margins from the really 
good players never seem to change much. Maybe 
they’re improving, too, or maybe our perceptions of 
our own prowess improvements are exaggerations 
of the real world. Anyway, to our dismay, the score 
averages and spreads don’t seem to change much. 

One of the highest consistent average players is 
Dean Cherry, who has been forced by a medical 
problem to take a recess. We all hope that he fares 
well and will soon return. He’s a great player with 

REALM Recreation News 

very few missed playing days. Arnie and Babs 
Greenwood are also very good players and are on a 
half time schedule of alternate playing sessions, 
which we hope can end soon as their health issues 
resolve. 

In January we were well supplied with snacks.  Ire-
ne Laubenthal furnished an avalanche of cookies 
on January 13 to note her birthday.  On the same day 
Loretta Fiebrandt brought in an array of delicious 
candy for no commemoration except that she had it 
on hand and wanted to share.  On January 20, Kitty 
Price brought a large supply of unique brownies, 
each of which incorporated its own chocolate Oreo 
cookie, cooked right in its middle.  She was not 
commemorating anything in particular, she just 
knew the recipe, likes it, and wanted to share it.  She 
was right they were very good.  On the same day 
Natalie Staschke brought in a supply of homemade 
cupcakes, delicious with maple icing, to note her 
birthday.  Our cup “ranneth” over. 

The month’s top five scores for each session are 
tabulated below, followed by a table showing the top 

five averages for those playing at least half the avail-
able playing days.  There’s been some question as to 
why we use the half or more criterion in reporting 
the high averages.  There are at least two reasons: 
first, it continues the long-standing practice estab-
lished by Bob Wiseman, or perhaps those before 
him; and second: it evaluates the consistency of a 
player’s results. The supposedly random variation in 
the quality of the cards dealt and the variations in 
playing with an essentially random series of partners 
tend to level out over a large number of hands 
played.  In this first month of the first quarter, for 
instance, the small number of playing days limits the 
leveling effect.  For the four available playing days, 

Bridge group deals a great 2012 beginning 

January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27 
John Lampe 7780 Tony DiBerardino 6360 Sam Crigler 8030 Mary Jansson 6410 

Lynn Vermilyea 7030 Marv Christianson 6320 Rob Hinsey 6320 Ralph Staschke 6340 

Ralph Staschke 6490 Lynn Vermilyea 6280 Babs Greenwood 6210 Bob Fiebrandt 6080 

Sam Crigler 6300 Loretta Fiebrandt 6160 Matt Draskovich 5850 Loretta Fiebrandt 6060 

Mary Jansson 5730 Dean Cherry 5770 Marv Christianson 5410 Sam Crigler 6030 

Five Highest Scores for Each Playing Day, January 2012 

Highest score for the month was Sam Crigler’s 8030 on 
the 20th, second was John Lampe with 7780 on the 6th, 
third was Lynn Vermilyea with 7030 on the 6th, Ralph 
Staschke had 6490 on the 6th for fourth, and Mary Jans-
son’s 6410 on the 27th was fifth. Average scores 5000 
or greater for half or more of the playing days are, in 
descending order: Sam Crigler 6787, Lynn Vermi-
lyea 6048, Marv Christianson 5615, Mary Jans-
son 5600, Loretta Fiebrandt 5567, Marilyn 
McFarlane 5300, John Lampe 5267, Carol 
Bobrowski 5045. 
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half is only two days play; less than half can only be 
one or zero plays.  Thus a player could have a freak 
one-time high score, having played only one day, 
and could be the number one high average without 
the “half or more” limitation.  A two-day player is 
only a little better, but it’s a little more difficult to 
have two freak high scores in two tries.  As the quar-
ter and the year accumulate playing sessions, the 
accuracy of the averaging process in identifying bet-
ter players improves.  

Apologies to Loretta Fiebrandt for my error in 
the last REALM News issue where I labeled her as a 
former mathematics teacher.  She was a long-time 
successful High School chemistry teacher. 

We play REALM Bridge each non-holiday Fri-
day at the Orlando Beardall Senior Center located at 
NW corner of Gore Street and Delaney Avenue near 
downtown Orlando.  Play starts at 9:30 a.m.; ten 
rounds of four hands each are played, ending at 
about 2:30 to 3:00 p.m.  Cards, score pads, tallies, 
regular and decaf coffee are furnished at no charge; 
players bring a lunchtime sandwich to eat while con-
tinuing the play. There is no charge for membership. 
REALM members and spouses are invited to partici-
pate.  Contact Loretta or Bob Fiebrandt at 407-894
-6895 or Arnie or Babs Greenwood at 407 857-
3996 for information or to reserve your seat. 

REALM Recreation News 
Bridge. Continued from previous page. 

Joe and Alice Boler 
(407)293-6549 

Bill and Helen Bowden 
(407)277-5599 

 

Mike and Mary Gezzar 
(407)876-2907 

Dave and Marci Long 
(407)894-8454 

Rita Vanatta  
(407)654-2816 

Travel Committee Members 

The Travel Committee is discussing several ideas for day trips and 
tours and should  have results soon.  

Send your ideas to any of the members below.  You can also reach 

chairman Joe Boler at jboler@cfl.rr.com. 

Travel 

Golf, Bowling, Tennis 

REALM recreation news  
solicited 
Throughout the year, REALM members are having fun in a variety of 
ways.  To keep others informed, and solicit new players, the recreation 
groups are encouraged to send monthly inputs to REALM News at 

realm.fl.news@gmail.com 

Be sure to include contact information for prospective members and 
details about where events take place. 
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March Lunch Bunch! 

Clip and return with check to Tom Goslin, 2949 Butler Bay Dr. N, Windermere, FL 34786 no later than March 15. 

Yes, the following people will attend the March 21 Lunch Bunch at West Orange Country Club: 

 

Name________________________________________ Name________________________________________ 

Name________________________________________ Name________________________________________ 

March 21, 2012 – Lunch Bunch at West Orange County Club 

Arrival Time 11:30 
a.m. 

March 21, 2012 
March 15 deadline to register 

West Orange Country Club 

3300 West Orange Country Club Dr. 

Winter Garden, FL 34787  

407-656-4882  

March’s Lunch Bunch is at beautiful West Orange Country Club, a 
wonderful facility “in the country” with a delicious menu and great ser-

vice.  The event is coordinated and hosted by Tom Goslin, who says:  

Send your payment with your registration 

Be sure to register no later than March 15. 

Menu 

Tossed Salad 

Rolls and Butter  

Chicken Marsala 

Mashed Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Brownies 

Tea or Coffee 

Cocktails, beer and wine can be 
purchased at the bar 

$20 per person$20 per person  
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The Catfish PlaceThe Catfish PlaceThe Catfish Place 
2324 13th Street, St Cloud, Fla.  

Cut and mail to Bob Wood, 5027 Dorian Ave., Belle Isle, FL 32812 no later than April 11. 

Yes, we will attend the April Lunch Bunch at The Catfish Place in St. Cloud 

Name 

Name 

The extensive menu features fresh catfish and 
other local specialties like soft shell turtle, 
frog legs and gator tail; all of which is open-
range (not farm raised) to ensure the best 
taste.  A variety of traditional offerings: tasty 
steaks, chicken and more are also prepared 

fresh daily.  Nothing is frozen and all the fish is hand-breaded.  Greens and vegetables (including cabbage 
from which their world-famous cole slaw is made) is home grown.  You can choose from a variety of en-
trees that are steamed, broiled, baked, or fried.  You will be ordering from the extensive luncheon menu.  

For the full listing, directions, and more information, go to their webpage at thecatfishplacestcloud.com 

 Order from the lunch menu; dinner menu selections are also  

available 

 Lunch entrees range in price from $6.99 to $8.99; non-alcoholic bev-

erages are $1.99 with free refills 

 Lunch entrees are served with two sides of your choice (choose from 

a wide selection of sides) 

Email Bob Wood to reserve your place(rwood5027@msn.com) or fill out the form below and mail to  
Bob Wood, 5027 Dorian Ave., Belle Isle, FL  32812 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 Wednesday, April 18, 2012   
11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.   Arrival and social timeArrival and social timeArrival and social time   

11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m.   LunchLunchLunch   

April 18, 2012 — Lunch Bunch at Catfish Place, St. Cloud 

April Lunch Bunch! 

Reservations are re-
quired by April 11!   
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Where Are They Now? 
Edited by Ann Hartle 

Joe Franus 

Orlando, Florida 

Here I am, just coming out 
of the woodwork.  I have a long 
story to tell, going back all the 
way to May 26, 1941, the first 
day of my job with the Glenn L. 
Martin Company.  An input to 
the WATN column written by 
John Reus (January 2009), a 
good friend and fellow illustra-
tor, inspired me to do likewise.  
John joined the company in 1956 
and we worked together as pub 
tech illustrators; we both trans-
ferred to Orlando in December 
1957 with the Missile Master 
project.  Our first location was at 
Building 3 – a Quonset hut on 
Elwell Street close to Herndon 
airport.  Our Publications depart-
ment shared the building with 
the U.S. postal service.  Eventu-
ally we moved to the main plant 
on Sand Lake Road, then later to 
other sites – Industrial Park, Ma-
jor Center and Building 10. 

Back to the beginning:  I 
was born in Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania in 1921.  My parents were 
born in Poland and arrived in 
America in the early 1900s.  I 
was the youngest in a family of 
five boys and three girls and I 
am the lone survivor.  Times 
were tough in my childhood 
days.  Except for my oldest 
brother, I was the only one to 
graduate from high school be-
cause we all had to work and 
‘bring home the bacon’ to help 
pay the mortgage, utilities, taxes 
and buy food for the family.  
Two of my older brothers had to 
go out of town to get jobs, 
though locally work was availa-
ble in the silk mill and coal 

mines.  As a kid I delivered 
newspapers and groceries for a 
neighborhood market.  My next 
older brother and I helped keep 
the home fires burning by picking 
coal off the culm piles and steal-
ing coal from slow-moving rail-
road cars, then lugging the filled 
burlap bags home on metal-wheel 
wheelbarrows. 

I graduated from high school 
in 1938 and got a job in a grocery 
store, hung around for a while 
and in 1940 decided to move to 
Baltimore to find a job.  I board-
ed with my married sister who 
had an apartment in High-
landtown, near Patterson Park – 
one of those brick row houses 
with the marble steps.  My broth-
er-in-law was head butcher at a 
neighborhood meat market, so he 
got me a job there, too.  Soon 
came the opportunity to get a 
“real” job as the Glenn L. Martin 
Company was hiring.  As a kid I 
used to build those balsam wood 
model airplanes so I thought that 
might help in finding work at a 
real aircraft company.  I filled out 
an application and was hired as a 
shop dispatch clerk at a whop-
ping salary of 50 cents an hour!  
So, May 26, 1941 was the begin-
ning of my 35 + 5 years at Mar-
tin. 

My clerical duties involved 
taking care of loft templates, hun-
dreds of them, stored in large 
metal racks.  I delivered these 
templates throughout the manu-
facturing areas in Buildings A, B 
C, and the remote Building D.  
Then, after use by the shop per-
sonnel, I had to go ‘fetch’em’ and 
return them to the racks. 

What is a ‘loft template’ you 
may ask?  It is a heavy gauge 
aluminum sheet  

onto 
which a 
photo-
graph 
black- 
line im-
age of an 
engi-
neer’s 
drawing 

(blueprint) was superimposed on 
the face of the template.  These 
were actual-size images of air-
plane basic structural parts 
(fuselage frames, wing and tail 
structures, gussets, etc.)  The 
templates were used by the Ma-
chine Shop, Manufacturing and 
Inspection departments.  Sizes of 
loft templates range between 
18x24 inches to 5x12 feet.  
Aren’t you glad you asked? 

Mine was a ‘menial’ but la-
borious job and I did a lot of 
walking in an eight-hour day.  If 
a hauling cart was not available, 
it was a chore for me to have to 
drag the large-size loft templates 
along the old wood-brick floors 
to distant locations throughout 
the manufacturing complex.  The 
storage racks were located in big 
B Building.  Well, after a long 
day of walking on the job, that 
nice cold bottle of National Bo 
sure hit the spot.  Incidentally, at 
the height of Martin Bomber pro-
duction in the early 40’s, we 
worked ten-hour shifts around 
the clock. 

But the job had its amenities.  
My work station was located 
near the main aisle in B Building, 

WATN? Continued on next page. 
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and there seemed to be a lot of 
foot traffic and a lot of nice 
‘stuff’ paraded by.  I was able to 
see some of the Martin ‘biggies’ 
come by, like the company prez 
and Chief Test Pilot O.E. Tibbs 
and Ken Ebel.  And, oh yes, 
Glenn L. Martin with his mother 
Minta, who at the time were 
showing off the place to Holly-
wood actress Linda Darnell 
(anybody remember her?) 

I decided I didn’t want to do 
loft templates for the rest of my 
life, and if I wanted to become 
company president, I had to step 
up to something else.  Fortunate-
ly, an opportunity came for me 
to enroll in a Martin Basic Engi-
neering course.  Daytime classes 
were held at an offsite location, 
an old building on Pratt & Light 
Streets in the downtown Balti-
more Harbor area. I was well on 
my way to becoming an engi-
neer!  However, just a few 
weeks into the course there was 
a call for technical illustrators to 
work in the Publications depart-
ment.  This sounded like some-
thing I’d like to do because I 
always had a desire to draw 
‘pretty pictures’.  So I withdrew 
from the Engineering course and 
switched to Illustrating and I 
soon learned how to interpret 
blueprints and create freehand 
perspective drawings for use in 
Martin parts catalogs and 
maintenance manuals.  Creating 
complex exploded views was an 
exciting venture for me and I 
never found it to be boring.  

Publications and Presenta-
tions were both functions of Ser-
vice & Spares at the time under 
the management of Al Varier.  
Pubs illustrations were done in 
freehand style while Presenta-
tions used isometric and trimet-
ric scales.  We worked on the 

PBM and B-26 projects and as 
the Bomber projects phased out, 
our illustrations related to pro-
jects such as Bullpup, Lacrosse 
and Missile Master.  Pershing, 
Sprint and other projects fol-
lowed. 

I had added responsibilities 
as Group Leader/Art Coordinator 
on the Missile Master project at 
the time of relocation to Orlando 
in December 1957.  During our 
heaviest workloads we utilized 
subcontractors in New York, 
Boston and Toronto.  At weekly 
meetings in Orlando, illustration 
packages were awarded to the 
lowest bidder and together with 
Group Leaders Art Faulkner and 
Frank Caldarazzo, we monitored 
the quality and scheduled deliv-
ery dates at the bidder locations.  
Also, visits were made to our 
customer’s facility (the Signal 
Corps) at Fort Monmouth, New 
Jersey.  Working on the Missile 
Master project was an interesting 
and exciting experience for me. 

Then the work shifted to the 
Pershing project.  My duties var-
ied as Group Leader/Art Coordi-
nator, proofreader and scheduler.  
During peak workloads there 
were heavy demands to deliver 
the tech manuals on short order 
to the field.  As scheduler I was 
assigned the task of keeping a 
close eye on the work progress in 
the functional groups – writing, 
editing, illustrating, checking and 
printing.  About twenty different 
manuals were involved in the 
total effort.  At weekly meetings 
with the supervisors, with the use 
of a large schedule board it was 
easy to see the status of each 
book and which ones needed pri-
oritized attention.  I was the ‘bad 
guy’ who occasionally had to 
‘goose the gander’ but somebody 
had to do it and in the end, all 

schedules were met.  Once I 
overheard a writer tell another, 
‘Hey, that Joe is a pretty nice 
guy.”  You figure . . . . 

In another peak workload 
situation, Presentations needed 
help in getting some hot pro-
posals out on time.  At that time I 
was employed by Avionics Re-
search doing subcontract-
illustrating work for Martin 
(from 1978 to 1982) after my 
retirement in 1976.  I worked the 
4:00pm to 12:00 shift, doing the 
same kind of work and even 
worked with some of my pre-
retirement coworkers. 

Some of us ‘night shifters’ 
availed ourselves for the proposal 
effort, working long hours and 
weekends as needed.  And this, I 
believe, is when I met this cute 
blushing blonde typist – Andrea 
Lawrence.  Whether she remem-
bers me or not, I’m not sure.  
And look where she is now - Edi-
tor of the REALM News and 
enjoying the good life after 35+ 
years with Lockheed Martin.  
What a great asset she is to our 
retiree organization! 

My life after retirement:  
Back in 1976 I opted for early 
retirement after 35 years of ser-
vice.  It was during a ‘lean’ peri-
od when employees were termi-
nated and salaries were being cut.  
I had the notion to do some busi-
ness in art and framing.  It didn’t 
pan out too well so I decided to 
go to work at Applied Devices in 
Poinciana (down Kissimmee 
way), a small company involved 
in defense work.  After a short 
stint I decided to do illustrating 
work at McDonnell Douglas, 
another defense plant in Ti-
tusville. 

While at McDonnell Douglas 
I was struck with an acute bron-
chial asthma attack and was tak-
en to the Holiday Hospital (now 

WATN?  Continued from page 13. 
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the Arnold Palmer Hospital fa-
cility) in Orlando.  After years of 
a controlled case of asthma and 
allergy problems which were 
being treated with shots and 
medications, it all ‘came to a 
head’.  At the hospital I received 
oxygen therapy but it did not 
help.  I conked out and put a lit-
tle scare in those present – my 
wife and the nurses.  Fortunate-
ly, my doctor came to the rescue 
with an injection of adrenalin (I 
was told) and miraculously I had 
a quick recovery and I was re-
leased after a seven-day confine-
ment.  The year was 1978 and 
Publications was starting a new 
4:00pm to 12:00 night shift.  To 
end this ‘traumatic’ story, I got a 
call from Art Faulkner during 
my hospital stay and he asked if 
I would be interested in working 
nights but for a subcontractor 
(Avionics Research).  I told him 
‘yes’ and I was back to work 
within two weeks of my initial 
day of hospital confinement. 

About my family:  I have 
four grown daughters – three 
married and one single.  There 
are seven grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren.  Most of our 
family members reside in the 
greater Orlando area, plus a 
grandson in Texas and a grand-
daughter and her three babies in 
Georgia.  My late wife, Marie, 
and I were born, raised and mar-
ried in Scranton, Pennsylvania.  
We lived in Baltimore for eleven 
years and transferred to Orlando 
in December l957.  Marie’s par-
ents, Peter and Anna Sek, had a 
small corner grocery store in 
Scranton which later was taken 
over by her oldest brother.  Peo-
ple got a chuckle out of the sign 
he hung above the door which 
read ‘Sek’s Market’.  (I just had 
to throw that in!) 

By the way, the era of coal 
mining is long-past in the Scran-
ton area.  Though I’m not aware 
of any new major industry out-
side of high-tech businesses, 
Scranton remains a friendly town 
situated in a valley surrounded by 
scenic beauty including the popu-
lar resort area in the Pocono 
Mountains.  Scranton, incidental-
ly, was the ideal site in the film-
ing of the popular TV show, “The 
Office”. 

During our 63-year marriage 
we had a happy partnership and 
were very proud of our wonderful 
and close-knit family.  Unfortu-
nately, there were periods of sad-
ness when Marie suffered with 
deep depression, a mysterious 
illness that necessitated hospital 
and institutional confinement 
(caused by a chemical imbalance 
in the brain, I’m told).  There 
were three such episodes – first 
in 1950, again in 1985 and later 
in 1998.  The periods between 
those dates were our happy times, 
but finally, advancing in age and 
after two nursing home stays, she 
succumbed to the illness.  Marie 
passed away on August 12, 2009, 
one day after her 84th birthday.  
She is at peace with the Lord 
now.  

Having resided in our first 
and only home for 47 years and 
because of Marie’s confinement 
in a nursing home, it became a 
chore living in the house by my-
self.  It was more room than I 
needed and I was not in the mood 
to do house maintenance and 
yard work, so with my daughters’ 
guidance I made a wise decision 
to move into a smaller abode in 
the Fairways Adult & Golf Com-
munity, about 15 miles east of 
Orlando.  The mobile home fits 
me comfortably and I’m back to 
living a contented life – playing 

golf three times a week with my 
octogenerational buddies.  I am 
proud to say that we play a pretty 
good game for guys our age!   

About my time in the Ser-
vice:  As a defense worker at 
GLM, I was subject to six-month 
deferments.  When the defer-
ments ran out I was drafted into 
the U.S. Navy in July 1944.  I 
had boot camp training at Bain-
bridge, Maryland followed by 
Aviation Ordnance training in 
Norman, Oklahoma.  Then I was 
sent to San Diego for shipment to 
Barber’s Point Naval Station in 
Oahu, Hawaii.  Unfortunately, 
with the war winding down in the 
Pacific there was no further need 
for Ordnance people, so I got 
‘stuck’ in Hawaii for nine 
months prior to my discharge.  
(All together now – aw-
wwwww!) 

I met my fiancé Marie before 
I went into the service.  Through 
my buddy (her brother), Marie 
and I got a little bit acquainted 
and had a couple of dates.  It 
wasn’t until I went into the ser-
vice that we really got to know 
each other.  We wrote to each 
other on an almost-daily basis – 
and spent a lot of money on post-
age (first class mail, 3 cents – air 
mail 6 cents!).  There’s a beauti-
ful song entitled, ‘Just a Bundle 
of Old Love Letters” – very ap-
propriate for my situation be-
cause I still have a couple hun-
dred of our love letters dated Au-
gust 1944 to April 1946.  Want to 
read them? 

Hobbies:  Among Marie’s 
hobbies were cooking, sewing, 
doll-making, flower arranging 
and child care.  As for me, like 
most husbands, ‘honey-do’s’ be-
came a hobby, especially in 
home ownership but I also enjoy 
art and sports.  However, both of 
us became addicted to singing 
barbershop harmony.  She was a 

WATN?  Continued from page 14. 
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member of Sweet Adelines for 
more than 25 years while I was a 
member of SPEBSQSA (now 
known as the Barbershop Har-
mony Society).  I was active for 
over 30 years and am still a dues
-paying member (my 55th year).  
We were both active in quartet 
and chorus performances and 
competitions in Orlando and 
throughout Florida.  While a 
member of the Orange Blossom 
Chorus, I was also a member of 
a fun quartet called, “Memories 
& Madness” in which I sang 
bass and played string bass as 
well.  Members of the quartet 
included two former members of 
the 1949 SPEBSQSA Interna-
tional Champions, the “Mid 
States Four” from Chicago 
(Forrest Haynes and Bob Mack) 
and two local guys and former 
Martin employees, William 
(Bill) Wood and myself.  Bar-
bershop harmony is usually sung 
acappella (without musical ac-
companiment).  However, 
“Memories & Madness”, a 
“show” quartet, had a unique 
style in combining song with 
strings (either banjo, guitar, uku-
lele and bass fiddle) and some 
slapstick comedy.  It was a fun 
quartet and had great audience 
appeal.  Because of my return to 
nightshift work in 1978 I was 
unable to continue.  However, a 
suitable bass was found and the 
M&M quartet ‘hit the road 
again’ for another couple of 
years.   

Work after retirement:  My 
fellow illustrator, Charlie Sallo-
way (deceased) talked me into 
working with him as a Golf Mar-
shal on weekends at Sweetwater 
Country Club in Longwood.  It 
was an easy job, paying mini-
mum wage and included unlim-
ited golf.  I did that for ten years 

(1983-1993) and later I worked 
part-time at Florida Auto Auction 
in Ocoee for twelve years (1995-
2007).  I was a driver, working 
three days a week and later only 
one day a week.  It was an ideal 
job for retirees – it paid well, 
with bonuses and other amenities. 

Travels:  I did most of my 
traveling during my working 
days.  My business travels took 
me to New York, New Jersey, 
Boston and Ontario, Canada.  My 
‘barbershop hobby’ travel desti-
nations were Florida (north, 
south, east and west), Atlanta, 
Hartford, Cleveland, St. Louis, 
Kansas City, Philadelphia, Seat-
tle, and Toronto, Canada.  My 
travels in retirement included 
trips to Pennsylvania, Georgia, 
Maryland, Michigan and Poland 
(birthplace of my parents).  I also 
managed to go on a trip to Salt 
Lake City to attend the Interna-
tional Convention in 2007.  

In closing, allow me to do 
some name dropping.  These are 
Logistics/Publications friends 
and coworkers who come to 
my mind since my early 
days at the Glenn L. Martin 
Company.  Please forgive 
me for any misspellings.  
Perhaps this will bring back 
memories to my fellow old-
timers. 

In alphabetical order:  
Ollie Anderson, Ed 
Blazek, Joe Blickman, 
John Burkhardt, Frank 
Caldarazzo, Keith Clark, 
Tom Dauer, Bob El-
dredge, Art Faulkner, Jim 
Hagel, Clarence 
Hausladen, Charlie Ka-
vanaugh, Charlie 
Lighthiser, Gene Levitt, 
John McAvoy, Al MacIn-
tosh, Charlie Mayer, 

WATN?  Continued from page 15. Chuck Plyer, Bob Parker, Bob 
Pores, Jack Pritchard, Frank 
Reilly, Paul Roese, Al Varier, 
Paul Wetzel and Jack Wing.  

Working at Martin for 35+5 
years was a significant part of my 
life and knowing all the people I 
worked with and for throughout 
those years was, in itself, a won-
derful and unforgettable experi-
ence.  How this son of a coal 
miner without a college educa-
tion and with the many ‘ups and 
downs’ in life got to this point in 
life is miraculous.  At my age I 
find much contentment in having 
a dear, supportive and loving 
family to enjoy.  Golfing three 
times a week with my fellow 
‘oldies’ adds to another of life’s 
pleasures.  I’ve been truly 
blessed. 

My best wishes to all my 
fellow retirees!  
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Lockheed Martin Items Sought 

Memorabilia collection continues to grow 
By Gerry Shoaf 

Over the past several months the club has em-
phasized the collection of company memorabilia. 
There has been a gratifying steady response of the 
membership, including over 80 items from seven 
different members. We wish to express our apprecia-
tion to Alan Barton, John Allen, Garth Meyers, 
Joe Ripino, John MacDonald, Keith Hazel and Al 
Lohse for their generous and worthy contributions. 
Included in the historical artifacts are such items as 
program decals, significant event newspaper articles, 
commerative company newsletters, product bro-
chures of long gone product lines, historical docu-
ments, product pins, service and achievement award 

items, scale models, instruction manuals, and many, 
many photos of products, test firings and employees. 

To date, contributions pertain only to Martin 
Marietta. However, with the merger of Martin Mari-
etta with GE Aerospace and Lockheed several years 
ago, many of our current retirees have a company 
heritage that precedes the present Lockheed Martin, 
including possibly some from Hughes, Loral, RCA, 
General Dynamics, Vought, and LTV to name a few. 
We welcome those who might wish to contribute 
any of their heritage company artifacts for preserva-
tion and display by the club. As one big family we 
want to honor all historical accomplishments and 

events that led to the formation of the number 
one aerospace defense company in the world 
today. One we are all proud to be associated 
with. 

Your REALM board and committee members 
are continuing to develop a concept with the 
Orlando Science Center for the proper display 
of these treasured items for all to view and en-
joy. Anyone wishing to donate an item may 
contact me, Gerry Shoaf, at 407-876-4090 to 
arrange the transfer. 

Miles and miles to go 

Donate unused miles and points to service members 
Joe Ripino has a great way to 
support our troops.  He notes 
that many of us have frequent 
flyer miles or other travel points 
we have not used and may never 
use.  “Don’t waste them!” Joe 
declares.  “Instead, donate your 
unused airline miles or hotel 
points to troops.” 

Most airlines, hotels, and credit 
card loyalty programs have ways 
you can donate your unused 
travel rewards.  

Go to their website to see how. 

The Fisher House is a private-
public partnership that supports 
America’s military in their time 
of need.  The Fisher House pro-
gram called Hero Miles has pro-
vided more than 26,000 tickets 
to wounded, injured, and ill ser-
vice members and their families, 
worth over $42 million (average 
savings per ticket is currently 
about $1,400). 

Fisher House operates Hero 
Miles for the Department of De-
fense in accordance with Public 
Law 108-375, Section 585, the 
FY 05 Defense Authorization 
Act.  

The program is comprised of 
individual airlines whose pas-
sengers donate their frequent 
flyer miles to assist service 
members and their families. Spe-
cifically, Fisher House Founda-

Miles. Continued on next page. 
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received $1,000. 

At the Russell Home, the 
REALM “elves” were able to 
visit with the children and 
brought Santa Claus along to 
meet them.  The group agreed 
that this was a great experience 
and made the Christmas season 
very special for them as well as 
the people who received the 
gifts. 

While at the Russell Home, the 
REALM group learned about a 
new effort to build a new home 
for the kids.  Called the 2012 
Project, it is a campaign by the 
Friends of Russell Home group 
to get 20,012 people to donate 
$20.12 each in the year 2012 to 
make the dream a reality. If you 
would like to learn more about 
this cause and share the infor-

mation with your friends, fami-
ly, and co-workers, visit the 
campaign site at 
www.russellhome.org/2012_P
ROJECT.pdf.   

It is easy to donate $20.12 using 
PayPal or by old-fashioned U.S. 
mail.  The mailing address is 510 
Holden Avenue, Orlando, FL 
32839. You can contact Betty 
Russell Turner by calling 407-
855-806. 

Charity. Continued from page 1. 

Above:  The Russell Home 
envisions new and renovated 
housing and the Friends of 
the Russell Home have begun 
the 2012 Project to raise 
funds for the work. 

Left:  Ms. Betty Russell 
Turner joined the REALM 
Christmas group to receive 
the $2,000 donation. 

Miles.  Continued from previous page. 

tion provides free airline tickets 
to wounded, injured, and ill mili-
tary men and women who are 
undergoing treatment at a mili-
tary or VA medical center and to 
attend authorized events. 

There are two categories of eligi-
ble recipients: 

Service men and women with 
approved leave may be given a 
free round trip airline ticket for a 
trip from the medical center to 
their home or authorized event 
and return if they are not eligible 
for government funded airfare. 

Qualifying service men 
and women may be 
given free round trip 
airline tickets to enable 
their family or close 
friends to visit them 
while they are being 
treated at the medical 
center. 

To donate, you first 
contact your travel re-
wards program (look 
on the back of your 
card or go directly to 
the airline or hotel website).  
There are instructions at  

fisherhouse.org/programs/hero
-miles/how-to-donate-miles/ 
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Care and Concern 
Kenneth Savoie .................................... December 14 

George Macumber’s mother,  
      Mary Alberta ................................. December 29 

George Gauthier’s widow, Betty ........ January 3 

Byrle (B.J.) Napier .............................. January 3 

Stephen Maszy ..................................... January 4 

John Drabic’s widow, Dorothy .......... January 5 

Nancy Reasoner Briggs’ husband,  
      David ............................................... January 16 

Donal Petersen ..................................... January 18 

George Sammet, Jr. ............................. January 18 

Einard (Ike) Erickson ......................... January 21 

Gene Mayhew  ..................................... January 21 

Jerry McDaniel .................................... January 23 

Louis Landefeld ................................... January 24 

Charles McCandless’ wife,  
      Dorothy (Dot) ................................. January 24 

Cheryl (Sherry) Hoag .......................... January 25 

Robert (Bob) Tucker ........................... January 25 

Cloyd Howell ........................................  January 27 

Emily Harris Mucklow ....................... January 28 

Meka Horne ......................................... February 5 

Helen Oigarden .................................... February 7 

In Memoriam 

Vito Elicio, who retired in 
1992 after 30 years with the 
company, had surgery at the 
South Seminole Hospital January 
19.  He had two cancerous tu-
mors successfully removed from 
his bladder and he is now recu-
perating at his daughter’s home.  
He’d like to thank all his friends 
and former coworkers for their 
well wishes and support. 

Buck Fennelly retired in 
1985 after 45 years with the 
company.  According to his wife, 
Viva, he has been confined to his 
bed due to NPH (Normal Pres-
sure Hydrocephalus) for over a 
year.  This is a progressively de-
bilitating condition that has no 
cure and affects one’s ability to 
use their arms and legs.  Buck 
was born in Baltimore, is an Ar-
my WWII veteran, and celebrat-
ed his 92nd birthday February 3.  
He and Viva have been married 
57 years.  At one time Buck was 
a championship golfer at the Rio 
Pinar Country Club and he en-
joyed the monthly retirement 
group luncheons at the Golden 
Corral.  They would enjoy hear-
ing from their many friends; 
their address is 605 Ensenada 
Drive, Orlando, FL  32825-7909. 
You can phone them at 407-282-
3677. 

Don Barnhart has recently 
been diagnosed with bladder 
cancer, according to his wife, 
Grace.  He had his initial chemo 
treatment on January 20th and 
will have one every week for six 
weeks.  Don’s doctors feel that 
since it was discovered in its ear-
ly stages, the cancer will respond 
favorably to the treatments.  
Grace and Don will greatly ap-
preciate our thoughts and prayers 
during this difficult time.     

By Ann Hartle 

January 10, Garth Meyers 
fell and hit his head while walk-
ing to his car in the Krystal park-
ing lot and was transported by 
ambulance to the ER at Florida 
Hospital.  After several hours of 
examination and testing it was 
determined he was not seriously 
injured and he was sent home.  
To make sure he is physically 
able to drive safely, his family 
doctor (at his son and daughter’s 
suggestion) ordered therapy 
three times a week.  In describ-
ing the young, tall, blonde thera-

pist he was forced to accompany 
on walks around his neighbor-
hood (checking on his balance, 
etc.), it is no wonder his male 
friends and neighbors were ex-
tremely envious.   

Unfortunately, the therapy 
treatments will soon end and 
Garth will be able to resume his 
normal driving habits.   

Watch where you’re walk-
ing, Garth – those bite-sized 
burgers are apt to make you  
dizzy!   
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U.S. plans $2.8 billion  
upgrade of F-16 fighter 

From Reuters 
By Jim Wolf 

The U.S. Air Force said it 
plans a $2.8 billion upgrade of 
about 350 of its aging F-16 multi
-role fighter planes to help offset 
slower purchases of the next-
generation F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter. The work, running into 
the 2020s, will extend the service 
life of select F-16 airframes. 
Other upgrades include advanced 
radar, sensors, cockpit display, 
electronic warfare and communi-
cations capabilities, the service 
said. 

Air Force Secretary Michael 
Donley told a gathering at an Air 
Force Association meeting, “We 
have worked through the impli-
cations of the delays in the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter program … 
and we have made a further com-
mitment this year to modernize 
about 350 F-16s in the fleet go-
ing forward.” 

The upgraded F-16s would 
receive active, electronically 
scanned array (AESA) radar. 
The Air Force will pick the best 
of the fleet to undergo the mod-
ernization for later-model Block 
50 and some Block 40 F-16s. 
The program is scalable based on 
the service’s fighter needs. The 
Air Force has just over 1,000 F-
16s in its current inventory, of 
which about 640 are Block 
40/50s, distributed among active, 
Guard and Reserve components. 

Lockheed Martin builds both 
the F-16 and three versions of 
the radar-evading F-35, which is 
in low-rate initial production in a 
program co-financed by the 
United States and eight partner 
nations. 

Thanks to You … Lockheed Martin News 
More than 4,450 F-

16s have been delivered 
to 26 nations since the 
program started more 
than 30 years ago, in-
cluding 54 follow-on 
buys by 15 customers. 
The U.S. F-16 moderni-
zation could point the 
way for modernization 
of many such F-16 
fleets worldwide. 

Despite cuts, Navy 
shipbuilding gets  
priority 

From Navy Times 
By Christopher P. Cavas 

The general state of 
the Navy’s shipbuilding 
programs is good and 
construction programs 
apparently won’t be 
slashed to meet an ex-
pected Pentagon-wide $263 
billion spending reduction. 

“We’ve placed a priori-
ty on shipbuilding,” Sean 
Stackley, Navy acquisition offi-
cial, told reporters. “You can see 
a lot of alignment between the 
defense strategy and what the 
Navy does.” 

The Obama administration’s 
fiscal 2013 budget request will 
show “various impacts,” Stack-
ley said, “but we’ve been careful 
to hold to the core capabilities 
we need in our shipbuilding pro-
gram. It’s not just platforms, it’s 
the capability we need in terms 
of weapon systems to be able to 
meet the defense strategy.” 

Speaking at the Surface Na-
vy Association’s symposium in 
Washington, Stackley comment-
ed on the progress of the Air 
Missile Defense Radar 
(AMDR), a program to develop 

a primary sensor to go with the 
Aegis weapon system. Raytheon, 
Lockheed Martin and Northrop 
Grumman are competing under 
development contracts for the 
radar, which will be installed on 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyers 
beginning with those bought in 
2016.   

In addition to the AMDR 
competition, the Navy is com-
peting the Aegis Combat System 
Engineering Agent (CSEA) con-
tract, which Lockheed Martin 
has held for 40 years.  The win-
ner of the CSEA competition 
will be responsible for engineer-
ing services associated with inte-
grating new software develop-
ment and upgrades to all Aegis-
equipped ships for the next ten 
years. 

Search *AMDR* on YouTube to view this 
simulation depicting Lockheed Martin’s 
AMDR offering, to defeat growing anti-
ship and ballistic missile threats.  
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